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SE ETCH OF THE LIFE OF MR. JAMES 
CARGILL. 


To the Editors of the Christian Monitor, 


GentLemMen—lIf you think the fol- 
lowing sketch calculated to be useful, 
you will give it a place in your valuable 
work. If not, you will suppress it. 

Yours with coraial esteem, 

K. B, 


{We inserted a brief memoir af Mr. Car- 
gillin our last number. The follow- 
ing sketch was written before our valu- 
ed correspondent had seen the memoir ; 
and as it embraces a much more fult 
view of the life of ihe young gentleman 
fo whomit relates, we very cheerfully 
insert it.|—Evps. 


Rexicron is of vast importance 
to every person. And it always 
adds worth to those, who possess it. 
But it never appears more lovely, 
than in youth. When we see the 
young turning from the vanities of 
the world, and consecrating them- 
selves to God, we behold an object, 
with which angels are delighted. 
And we fondly hope, that such will 
live to support the interests of reli- 
gion, when their fathers sleep in 
death. But our hopes are often dis- 
appointed. God’s thoughts are not 
as our thoughts. His ways are in 
the sea, and we must adore, when 
We cannot fathom his designs.— 
Vhat we know not now, we shall 
know hereafter. Eternity will un- 


veil what is now covered from our 
view, 


And when the veil is remo- 
VOL. If. F; 





ved, we shall be satisfied, that God 
acted wisely in removing those in 
early life, who were ripe for heav- 
en. ‘Their time was short; but 
their work was done. And in this 


case no good could have resulted: 


from their continuing longer in 
this world. We may, however, de- 
rive lasting benefit from their death: 
For being dead they yet speak. O 
that their acquaintance and friends 
would hearken to their voice, and 
be persuaded to follow their faith 
and patience! 


I have been led to make these 
remarks by the death of Mr. James 
CarciLL, who departed this life on 
the seventeenth day of September, 
1814, at the house of his mother in 
Newcastle, (Me.) being in his 24th 
year. Nothing special marked the 
earlier part of his life. His conduct 
was moral, and his attendance on 
the means of religious instruction 
decent. In school he made rather 
more progress, than is usual; and 
manifested a strong desire of acqui- 
ring knowledge. When the acad- 
emy in this town was opened, such 
was his importunity to attend it, 
that his father consented, though 
his circumstances by no means jus- 
tified the expectation, that he could 
do any thing more, than support 
him, while at this institution. Here 
he fitted for college. In Septem- 


ber 1810, he entered college at 
Middlebury in Vermont, and. tarri- 


lt 
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ed there about a year and a half. 
He then found, that it would be 
more convenient to be connected 
witha seminary nearer home, and 
removed his relation to Bowdoin 
College, and there finished the term 
of his collegiate life. This also 
nearly closed his natural life. He 
graduated on Wednesday the 7th 
of September, and on Saturday 
night of the next week entered into 
his eternal rest. The taper was 
gradually expiring. He made too 
great an effort to attend commence- 
ment, and sunk immediately. 

In some respects his natural tal- 
ents were superior. He had much 
to discourage him in pursuing his 
studies; but he pressed forward, 
and maintained a respectable stand- 
ing in his class. In the solid branch- 
es he excelled. 

His disposition was mild, amia- 
ble, and conciliating in a high de- 
gree. And such was the prudence 
of his condact, that he enjoyed the 
love and esteem both of his instruc- 
tors and fellow-students. 

While he was fitting for college, 
there is reason to believ e, a divine 
change was wrought in his heart by 
the power of the holy Spirit. For 
some time he was deeply and sol- 
emnly affected with a sense of his 
dangerous situation. His sins were 
set in order before him. The law 
thundered in his ears. The ter- 
rors of God took hold of him. His 
own good resolutions, tears and 
prayers, failed to give him peace. 
He saw, that he was perfectly in 
the hand of a sovereign God, and 
felt, that he would be just, if he 
made him forever a monument of 
his holy displeasure. At length his 
will was bowed,light broke in upon 
his mind, and he fund peace and 
joy in believing. And he indulged 


the pleasing hope, that Christ was 
formed in him, that he had passed 


from death to lite ; as he experien- 
ced an entire revoltition in the tem- 
per of his own beari, and could say, 
that Christ was indeed precious to 
him. 

October 30th, 1808, he made a 
public profession of religion| and 
was, after particular examination, 
received into our communion. He 
remained with this church till 
death, manifested a love to the or- 
dinances of religion, and gave us 
abufdant reason to believe, ‘that his 
profession was sincere, that his 
heart and treasure were in heaven. 

As his circumstances were strait- 
ened, he found it necessary to en- 
gage in aschool several times. As 
an instructor he conducted with 
much prudence, manifested a chris- 
tian temper, and took great pains to 
promote the spiritual good of those, 
who were placed under his care. 
And, if they are not benefited by 
his example and instruction, he will 
be a swift witness against them in 
the day of judgment. 

He had a tender conscience, 
would often express his fears, that 
he had no religion, and was at times 
almost ready to give up his hope ; 
but he had seasons of comfort and 
was usually calm and composed. 
And he always appeared to rejoice, 
when he heard of any religious re- 
vival. 

At my request he sometimes, 
when at home, held private mee- 
tings in this place, and was remar- 
kably acceptable to the people. All 
acknowledged, that he was a good 
man, listened to his remarks with 
candor,and were affected with the 
pungent and solemn observations. 
which they heard. It is, however, 
to be feared, that many who were 
pleased, were not edified. Out of 
their own mouths such will be con- 
demned. They must remember the 
solemn and affectionate manner, in 
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which they were invited to Jesus. 
If they will not come, the greater 
will be their condemnation. 

When he entered Bowdoin Col- 
lege, there was not much regard 
paid to religion by the students. He 
endeavoured to recommend it to 
iheir attention. After the removal 
of the Tutor, the worthy Mr. South- 
gate, Cargill, with the approbation 
of the President, took the lead in 
ihe religious meetings held in the 
college. These he conducted with 
great propriety, and to good ac- 
¢eptance. Many of the students 
attended them, spoke of them 
with approbation, and were often 
affected by the solemn remarks 
which they heard. And so far as 
Ican learn, to the honour of the 
young gentlemen be it spoken, Car- 
gill never suffered reproach or injus 
ry from any of them on account 
of his religion; but was always 
treated with respect, and frequent- 
ly received from them tokens of 
kindness. It would be a most grat- 
ifying consideration, if we could 
hope, that they were all possessed 
of that religion, which alone can 
bring peace to their mindsin the 
dying moment. 

In prayer he was very solemn 
and affectionate. He spake with 
great force, when he addressed any 
on their eternal concerns, and pos- 
sessed a remarkable talent for con- 
ducting religious meetings. 

Mr. Cargill was in sentiment a 
thorough Calvinist. He had been 
experimentally taught of God, was 
fully convinced of man’s total mor- 
al depravity, saw the necessity of a 
special divine change, felt his need 
of an Almighty Saviour, and rejoic- 
ed in the immutable purposes, and 
universal government of Jruovan. 
He well understood the doctrines of 
grace, and was both able and ready 
‘0 vindicate them. And his whole 


soul drew back from the lax senti- 
ments advanced by many in the 
present day. As his love to Christ 
was strong, he could not endure 
those, who would rob him of his 
eternal glory, or degrade him from 
his royal dignity, as God over all. 

As soon as he indulged the hope, 
that God had granted him repen- 
tance unto life, his mind and heart 
were turned to the gospel ministry. 
This object he kept steadily in view, 
and made all his studies subservi- 
ent to it. With diligence he search- 
ed his Bible, was well acquainted 
with it, and had acquired a good 
degree of theological knowledge. 
He was anxious to preach the word 
of salvation to perishing sinners. 
And his friends jndulged the hope, 
that he would be eminently useful 
in winning souls to Christ. The 
cheering prospect is darkened. He 
no longer dwells with mortals. 

The divine care was very mani- 
fest in providing for our amiable 
friend. When he entered college, 
all, that he could call his own, was 
little more than enough to sup- 
port him one year. His aged fath- 
er was not able to give him any 
further assistance ; but he went for- 
ward trusting in God, and was not- 
disappointed. Kind benefactors and 
generous friends were, from time to 
time, raised up to minister to his 
wants. Sometimes he knew from 
whom the bounty came, and some- 
times he knew not. At one time 
he found fourteen dollars in a wrap- 

t laid upon his table; but knew 
not the hand, which had placed 
it there. Probably it came from 
some of the young gentlemen in the 
college, who were known several 
times to afford him assistance. How 
faithful is God tohis word? ‘T'rust 
in the Lord, and do good ; and veri- 
ly thou shalt be fed.” 

Mr. Cargill had naturally a good 
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constitution ; but want of exercise, 
too close application to his studies, 
and inattention to his health, laid 
the foundation of that disease, 
which brought him to his grave. 
When he came home from Middle- 
bury in the spring of 1812, he was 
tronbled with a cough, and had 
other unfavorable symptoms. From 
these he appeared in a measure to 
recover; but the next winter he 
went intoa school, was exposed, 
and they returned with greater vig- 
our. From this time his complaints 
appeare d gradually to progress, tho’ 
at times he indulged the hope, that 
his health was “returning. Once 
and again he was_ obliged to quit 
his studies and come home: As his 
heart was set on the ministry, he 
composed several sermons, when 
too feeble to attend at college. One 
or two of these may appear in the 
Christian Monitor, as they will serve 
to show the state of his own mind, 
may be useful to some, and grat- 
ify his friends. He was abie to 
spend huta little part of his last 
year with his class; yet such was 
the indulgence of the authority, and 
their regard for him, that they rea- 
dily granted him the honours of 
ee, 9 
ln “April 1814, he set out ona 
journey, as the last and only means 
to recover his health. He was then 
SO ieeble, that we little expected he 
would everreturn. He was going 
alone , among strangers, and without 
the means necessary to bear his ex- 
pences ; but he was cheerful, enter- 
ed with pleasure upon his journey, 
travelled through Connecticut into 
N. York State, and returned through 
Vermont. He was absent nearly four 
monihs, enjoyed himself on his 
journey, was greatly delighted in 
hearing of the prosperity of Zion, 
experienced much kindness from 


the friends of Christ, found all his 
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wants amply supplied, and left an 
impression on the minds of stran- 
gers favourable to religion. All 
seemed to say, “ that isa good 
man.” His journey was pleasant 
to himself, but contributed nothing 
to his health.’ When he returned, 
it was evident, that he was soon 
bound to the grave ; though we did 
not apprehend he was so near his 
end. 

After his return I saw him but 
little, as 1 soon took a journey my- 
self, and heard of his death before I 
arrived home. At my request he 
met with the people on the first sab- 
bath in Sept. took the lead in the 
religious exercises, and though very 
feeble addressed the assembly i in a 
solemn manner. Such was the as- 
dour of his desire to be with his 
class, when they graduated, that on 
Monday he set out to return to col- 
lege, though prudence forbad, and 
his friends remonstrated. He at- 
tended commencement, but his ex- 
ertions were too much for his feeble 
frame. With difficulty he returned 
home, languished a few days, and 
then expired. Life wastrembling in 
the socket,and he said little to those 
around him. Just before he expi- 
red, Saturday, September 17th, he 
appeared to realize his situation, 
and expressed a comfortable hope 
in the God of his salvation, We 
can have no doubt, but that he died 
in peace, and entered into the joy 
of his Lord. Those, that sleep in 
Jesus, will God bring with him ; 
but where shall the ungodly and 
the wicked appear? Appear they 
must; forevery one must give an 
account of himself to God. But Oh, 
how must they fee), when they ap- 
pear before him! While the right- 
eous shine in all the splendor of 
heaven, they will be covered with 
shame and everlasting contempt. 
« These shall go away into everlast- 
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ing punishment, but the righteous 
into life eternal. © that they were 
wise, that they understood this, that 
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they would consider their latter 
end.” 


MISCELLANY. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


Essayson Truth and Error. 
No. ly, 


We have briefly considered the 
attributes of Jehovah. It would 
next be proper to inquire into the 
faculties and situation of man as a 
moral agent, and a subject of his 
government. It is important to un- 
derstand both the subjects, that we 
may learn what laws are suitable 
to the character of man and what 
commands it becomes his Creator to 
impose. But we cannot allow our- 
selves so wide a field; and must 
take it for granted that man is a re- 
flecting, rational, immortal creature, 
possessing all those native powers of 
mind, which render him a proper 
subject of praise or blame, of re. 
wards or punishments. A discus- 
sion of the subject is less necessary, 
because the common sense of man- 
kind, when unbiassed by a system 
or false philosophy, will usually 
point to the truth concerning it ; 
and because we intend to discuss 
every subject in such a plain man- 
ner as to commend ourselves to ev- 
ery man’s conscience in the sight of 
God. 

Man was made by God’s power, 
isupheld by His hand, is capable 
of knowing a serving Him, has a 
monitor and advocate for Him with- 
in his own breast, and by every 
thing around and within himself 
may know that he is amenable to 
Him for bis actions. He ought to 


expect his Maker’s commands. We 


have seen that God is over all, gla- 
rious in holiness. No one will de- 
ny his right to give laws to his ra- 
tional creatures. Our present in- 
quiry will be, what fundamental 
Law God has given to men ? 

A Law isa rule of conduct im- 
posed by a superior on an inferior 
whom he has a natural or delegated 
right to command. It usually con- 
tains requirements and prohibitions ; 
and both these are guarded by pen- 
alties. ‘Thus the laws of the Comms 
monwealth require allegiance and 
certain prescnibed duties. They 
forbid treason, murder, and other 
specified crimes. And either the 
neglect of a duty, or the commis- 
sion of a crime, is threatened with 
a penalty more or less severe ac- 
cording to the heinousness of the of- 
fence. So the laws of God both 
prescribe duties, and forbid crimes ; 
and for transgression in either case 
they threaten death. Whether any 
reward for obedience is, strictly 
speaking, included ina law, isa 
question on which there are differ- 
ent opinions. In human govern- 
ments obedient citizens or subjects 
are entitled to protection. It is 
generally agreed that, if Adam had 
not transgressed, he would have re- 
mained happy. This may be con- 
cluded from the benevolence of his 
Maker, though we can find no ex- 
press stipulation to that effect in 
scripture. To the writer of this it 
appears uncertain whether a ‘‘ coy- 
enant of works” was mace with our 
first parents. Ifa promise of hap- 
piness was implied in the law or 
rule f conduct which God gave 
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them, it seems no more than is im- 
plied in the laws of all righteous 
and benevolent legislators. In all 
such laws there is an implied en- 
gagement that the obedient subject 
shall remain in the same situation, 
and be as well treated, as when the 
law wasmade. As to a confirma- 
tion of Adam, or of his posterity, in 
holiness and happiness on condition 
of his obedience for a limited time, 
it is suficient to say that not one 
word of it is found in the sacred re- 
cords. 

We cannot, in the limits of this 
essay, mention one in a thousand of 
the particular regulations which 
God has given for the conduct of 
man. Some of them have been 
personal, some general, some local, 
some natonal, some temporary, 
some permanent. We search rath- 
er for the grand principle on which 
the divine government ts established 
and administered. And we shall 
find that, in all his varied dispensa- 
tions to man, to his enemies, to his 
church, to men in diflerent ages and 
places, and to all men, in all parts 
of the world, and in all periods of 
time God has, explicitly or by im- 
plication, given or recognized, one 
unalterable rule of universal obedi- 
ence. 

It may be proper to remove the 
rubbish, and dig in_ the sand before 
we lay the foundation. There are 
many persons who read and ac- 
knowledge the bible that have very 
confused and inadequate ideas of 
what God requires or forbids. 

Some regulate their motives and 
conduct by their own opinions, pla- 
cing their own reason, or judgment, 

and often their education or preju- 
dices, in the room of scripture. 
How often may we learn from the 
conversation of men that they fol- 
low the rule, “* asa man thinketh 
in his heart, so is he authorized and 


bound to do.” Like aman whp 
should light a candle to direct his 
steps, when the sun shineth in his 
strength. 

Others have no rule but Con- 
science. Thisisa useful monitor 
and guide, when itself is enlighten- 
ed and guided by the word af Je- 
hovah, and the Light of the world. 
But many follow it implicitly with- 
out regarding what God hath spo- 
ken, forgetting that this inward 


judge is often biassed, soothed, si- 


lenced, and even seared, under the 
influence of an evil heart. Thus 
neglecting the written law, they 
are still,like the benighted Gentiles, 
‘** alaw unto themselves.” Insuch 
circumstances, conscience does not 
suitably assert the claims of Jeho- 
vah ; and the self-deluded souls 
suppose they have performed their 
whole duty, when in fact they have 
in all things offended. 

Others seem to have no law but 
their own feelings, wishes, or pas- 
sions. They do that which they 
desire. ‘That which they hate is 
in their view morally wrong. 
They walk allowedly in the ways 
of their own hearts, and in the sight 
of their own eyes, fulfilling the de- 
sires of the flesh and of the mind. 
They not only are drawn away by 
their own lusts and enticed irom that 
which they know by God’s word to 
be duty; but the lusts of their 
hearts are their rule of duty. 

The conduct of many seems to 
be coniormed simply to the rule of 
private interest. Keeping God and 
eternity out of view, they live for 
time, they live to the mselves. In- 
different to the happiness of their 
neighbors, they love only those who 
love them ; while all their powers 
are directed to promote their own 
personal interest, pleasure, or honor. 
A selfish heart is their criterion of | 
right and wrong. Itdoes not take 
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‘hem away against the decisions of 
a better judgement, and the remon- 
strances of an enlightened con- 
science. They really seem to 
have no other rule bywhich to choose 
the good and refuse the evil. 

From the sentiments and practi- 
ces of others we should suppose 
that the idea of a heart, of princi- 
ples, or motives, never entered their 
minds. ‘They extend their views 
no farther than their external con- 
duct, and keep no watch over their 
own spirit. If they do not wallow 
in beastly lusts, if they do not in- 
jure their fellow men, if they do 
not blaspheme the name of God, 
but preserve a decent exterior, they 
imagine they have kept the whole 
law from their youth up, and lack 
nothing. They foolishly imagine 
that he who searches the heart will 
require no more. 

Others again, with their care for 
themselves, will include the dtties 
of justice and even kindness to their 
fellow men,and believe that those 
duties must proceed from the heart ; 
but God is entitely excluded from 
their calculations ; as if the Gover- 
nor of the universe would renounce 
all right and control over the crea- 
tures of His power, or accept from 
them a very defective regard for 
each other as a substitute for the 
service due to Himself. How of- 
ten do men plead that they are 
upright and honest in their inter- 
course with men, and rest on this 
as the “ fulfilling of the law,” while 
they do not even pretend that they 
love or worship God. Saying in 
their hearts, ‘no God,” they give 
laws to themselves which extend 
not to Him. 

There are, however, many, who 
goout of themselves for their ideas 
of rectitude, and obtain them of oth- 
ers. The public opinion, or the 
common practice is their only guide. 
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They know norule of right and 
wrong but to conform to the senti- 
ment or practice of others, Evi- 
dence of this point need not be ad- 
duced. 

Others revere the authority of 
their ancestors and make void the 
commandments of God by their tra- 
ditions. Others who revere the bi- 
ble suppose that the grand require- 
ment of God is that we should ob 
serve the sabbath, and other ordin- 
ances ; and even imagine that they 
fully please a holy God by a scru- 
pulous observance of some minor 
parts of his institutions, leaving the 
‘“‘ weightier matters’ undone. As 
the Jews formerly even made their 
boasts of the ceremonial law. 
Thus do men overlook that holy 
law which in scripture is made 
as plainly to appear as the sun in 
the heavens. It is time to turn a- 
way from error to look on the glo- 
rious truth. 

The law of God may be com- 
prized in these few words, “ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and thy neighbor as 
thyself; fulfilling all the duties 
which naturally flow from love, 
and avoiding all things inconsistent 
with it. This do, and thou shalt 
live ; but the soul that sinneth shall 
die.” Or more briefly still, “ Be 
ye holy, for | am holy.” 

It could easily be shewn that the 
grand principle here laid down was 
implied in the prohibitions given to 
Adam ; that it was transgressed 
when he ate the forbidden fruit ; 
and that for this transgression he 
was driven from paradise. The rev- 
elations to the Patriarchs were foun- 
ded on this principle. For trans- 
gressing this the inhabitants of the 
old world and of Sodom were swept 
from the earth by the besom of de- 
struction. Our Lord himself shews 
that this is the substance of the ten 
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commandments given at Sinai ; 
which he came not to destroy, but 
to fulfill. This is the law which the 
Apostle lays at the foundation of 
the gospel, and which he establish- 
es anon faith. It is a iaw on 
which the government of Jehovah 
will ever rest. 

1. Let us consider the require- 
ments and prohibitions of this law. 
True love to God includes filial 
fear, holy reverence, gratitude, 
trust, dependence, humility, faith, 
prayer, and praise. It excludes o- 
pen or secret idolatry, enmity, 
pride, presumption, hypocrisy, pro- 
faneness, ingratitude, and unbelief. 

It ensures a ready and willing o- 
bedience to every particular injune- 
tion ; for he that loves God will 
have respect to all his command- 
ments ; and the fear of the Lord is 
to depart from evil. 

Love to our neighbor includes 
justice, truth, faithfulness, kindness, 
compassion, forbearance, a love of 
peace, and all the brotherhood of 
social virtues. It forbids all wrath, 
envy,malice, revenge, revilings, de- 
ceits, treacheries,lying, fraud, injus- 
tice, strife, and war. 

So far as the same law regards 
our own souls, it requires, (and the 
love of God would insure,) temper- 
ance, sobriety, chastity, humility, 
self-command, and universal purity. 
It excludes selfishness, sensuality, 
ambition, covetousness, and all the 
lusts of the carnal mind. 

2. This law is spiritual. Hu- 
man laws require or forbid actions, 
and after that have little more that 
they can do. In addition to this 
God says, thou shalt love or hate, 
requiring truth in the inward parts, 
and declaring that the thought of 
foolishness is sin. His command- 
ments are exceeding broad, extending 
to every thought. Men consider the 
motive when it is made apparent by 


actions ; but their laws caimot ex- 
tend to those numberless exercises 
of soul which produce no external 
fruit, and are found only in the se- 
cret of the soul. But whem refer- 
ence is had to a final trial the com- 
mandments of God always respect 
the motive, including also the ac- 
tions. And in the’ government of 
Him to whom the darkness and the 
light are both alike, there is no se- 
cret place of the soul where sin can 
lie concealed. 

3. It is holy. It resembles the 
pure nature of God. It requires us 
to love God supremely. There can 
be no mutual love or communion 
except between beings who are 
similar in their nature and feelings. 
The law requires us to be holy. 
It demands of us that purity 
and benevolence which form the 
peculiar excellence and glory of 
the divine character. It forbids ev- 
ery thing impure and unclean. 

4. It is equitable or just. It is 
founded on the nature otf things, and 
the relation between the sovereign 
and his subjects, not forgetting that 
they are members one of another, 
and that each is a part of a great 
whole. There is no severity, no 
inequality, no oppression, no neg- 
lect ; no improper authority assu- 
med, and no right taken away. 
The public good is not sacrificed 
te the advantage of an individual, 
or a privileged few. On the oth- 
er hand, no individual is required 
to make any sacrifice to the public 
welfare, except of such things as 
would be equally destructive to 
himself. All is equal and just. 
The King himself is not exalted to 
the detriment of the meanest of his 
subjects. In this connection we 
may notice the justice. 

5. Of the penalty for disobedi- 
ence. Itis not too lenient, and 
insufficient for the public interest. 
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jt is mot severe, in cruel oppression 
or punishment, and transgression. 
It threatens everlasting punishment + 
and nothing but this ‘could express 
the infinite demerit and vileness of 
sin, committed against such a holy 
law, and such a glorious Being. 
Nor will the convicted sinner at the 
bar of God call this sentence severe, 
however he may now hide his own 
guilt, and reply against God. 

The law is good. Any thing 
is er which promotes the valua- 
ble end for which it was designed. 
The law of God proposes a most 
desirable end, His own glory united 
inseparably with the felicity of his 
kingdom, atid of each individual. 
lf it had been perfectly and uni- 
rersally obeyed it would have pro- 
duced these effects in the best possi- 
ble manner. It would have bound 
brother to brother, neighbor to neigh- 
bor, nation to nation; world to world 
and all te God. Misery and death 
would not have entered the earth, 
ahd garments would never have 
been seen rolled in blood. All men 
would have had communion with 
the living God: He would have 
been their God, and they would 
have been his people. They could 
not have been unhappy. They 
would have drunken of the ever- 
flowing and overflowing fountain of 
lite and peace. Itis by obeying 
from the heart this blessed law that 
the angels enjoy the bliss of 
friendship among themselves aud 
communion with their Maker. It is 
transgression of this which holds the 
devils in perpetual rebellion, and 
shuts them up under eternal wrath. 

7. While it is good for man, it 
is worthy of God, If it had been 
possible for Him to have given 
commandments less wise, less per- 
fect, less holy, he would by that 
act have denied himself. it be- 
comes the Fountain of perfection to 
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claim our whole hearts for himself. 
It becomes the Searcher of all hearts 
to transmit the light of his com- 
manudments into the secret of our 
souls. It becomes the holy One of 
Israel to hate, and punish with eter- 
hal wrath, all who are not pure in 
heart and life. 

8. The law is unalterable. This 
we learn from the scriptures. It ts 
easier for heaven and earth to pass, 
than one tittle of the law tofail. Do 
we then, says the Apostle, make void 
the law through faith ? God forbid, 
yea, we establish the law. And is it 
not founded upon the very attributes 
of God? fs it not adapted to the 
character of man? can Jehovah's 
ee subsist with any other reg- 

tions ? His wisdom is not -so 

efective that he needed to make 
laws upon experiment.» He is not 
so inconsistent in his purposes as to 
make that the standard of his right- 
eous judgments to-day which he re- 
jects tomorrow. - His law is not so 
imperfect tliat he can possibly deny 
its excellence. He foresaw traris- 
gression ; he has eternal pity upon 
simners, he has no pleasure’ in 
their death, but even determines 
from eternity their salvation. Yet 
he gave this holy laf, and pronoun- 
ced a sentence of eternal wrath up- 
on every soul that should do evil. 

Arid He is not 4 man, that He should 
lie. ‘His law shall endure forever. 

We may now conclude this dis- 
cussion with a few reflections. 

1. We propose to consider hu- 
man depravity more fully in a fu- 
ture number; but cannot forbear to 
remark in this place that by the law 
is the knowledge of sin; and that, 
compared or rather contrasted with 
this rule of rectitude, our hearts aud 
lives appear unspeak ably odious, 
and desperately wicked. Woe un- 
to us that we-have sinned. Behold 
we are vile, what shail we answer, 
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bim? Let us lay our hands on our 
mouths, and our mouths in the dust, 
if so be there may be hope. 

2. Let us all, as a company of 
criminals, adore the mercy and 
wonderful patience of God in that 
we are not consumed. 

3. It scarcely need be observed 
that by the deeds of the Jaw no flesh 
living can be justified. If we had 
not rebelled—; but we have rebell- 
ed ; and to every soul of man that 
commits sin, thé law brings nothing 
but condemnation and death. The 
Jaw cannot give life to sinners. 

4. We see the necessity of an 
atonement. God’s holy and perfect 
law is broken. He cannot repeal 
it. All who have broken it mast 
perish under its curse, unless séme 
way be devised to vindicate His 
injured justice and honor. The 
death of Christ is that way, as we 
may hereafter consider; a way in 
which God can have mercy upon 
us without expence te His justice or 
truth. 

5. We see what we must become, 
even through a Saviour, if we would 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
if the command still remains, be ye 
holy, for I am holy ; if it will re- 
main forever, then we must be re- 
newed, or born again. So the gos- 
pel itself declares, without holiness 
no man can see the Lord. We must 
not only be justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, but sanctified by the 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


An attempt to ascertain the true mean- 
ing of Acts iii. 21. 


Whom the heaven must receive wnlil the 
times of restitution of all things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophels since the world began. 


Those, who believe, that all the 
children of Adam and all the fallen 
angels will be finally saved, rely net 
a little, for the support of their o- 
pinion, upon this passage. ‘To the 
writer it does not appear to afford 
the least countenance to that opin- 
ion. His reasons will be found in 
the following remarks. 


Peter, in this connexion, is urging 
his brethren, the Jews, to repent- 
ance ; and to-excite them to the 
performance of the duty, he carries 
their thoughts forward to the period, 
when Jesus Christ will be revealed 
from heaven the second time, in 
order to judge the world. Repent 
ye, therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come from 
the presence of the Lord ; and he 
shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
was preached unto you: whom the 
heaven must receive until the temes of 
restitution of all things, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began. 

Now, without at present inquir- 
ing as to the meaning of the clause, 
“the restitution of all things,” | 
would observe, that the structure of 
the sentence will obviously admit of 
our construing it in two ways, so as 
te denote, either, 

First, that the heaven must re- 
ceive Christ, until this restitution, 
whatever it may be, shall be fully 
set up and established, and the 
things, to which it relates, shall be 
brought into a state, that shall en- 
dure forever; or 


Secondly, until this restitution 
shall be entirely ended and over, 
the things, to which it relates, hav- 
ing become completed and past.— 
It will appear, | think, without any 
doubt, in the sequel, that the latter 
construction is the true one. But 
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gs those, who suppose the verse to 
seach the doctrine of universal sal- 
yaiion, understand it according to 
the former construction ; we will, 
in the first place, make the suppo- 
sition, that in this they are correct, 
and will endeavour to evince, that, 
even on this construction, the verse 
does not countenance the doctrine 
in question. 

On the supposition now admitted 
we must understand the term, ‘ res- 
titution,” in the sense of restoration. 
Let it, then, be considered, 

1. The reS¥tution or restoration 
will actually take place at the day 
of judgment, and the things restored 
will then be fixed in their perma- 
nent state. 

The heaven must receive Christ 
until the times of restitution. Of 
course, when he descends from heav- 
en the second time, which will be 
at the final judgment, the restitution 
will take place. From that period 
there will be no future restitution. 
All things relating to the destiny of 
man will be fixed for eternity.— 
But Paul assures us, that at this ve- 
ry time * the Lord Jesus will be 
revealed from heaven in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them, that 
know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel; who,” he declares, 
‘* will be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the 
Lord and from the glory of his pow- 
er.” The Saviour himself also 
says, that at this very time ‘‘ all na- 
tions shall be gathered before him ”’; 
that “ he shall separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divid- 
eth his sheep from the goats ;” that 
‘he shall set the sheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on the left ;” 
and that * he shall say unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” 
He adds, ** These shall go-away into 
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everlasting punishment.” The res- 
titution, therefore, cannot be of all 
maakind to the favour of God: ifit 
were, how could it be said, that at 
the precise time when this restitu- 
tion shall take place, Christ will take 
vengeance on some of mankind, will 
banish them from his presence, and 
punish them with everlasting des- 
truction ? 

2. The restitution or restoration 
spoken of relates to things, not to 
men.—The verse does not intimate, 
that all men will be re-instated in 
the favour of God. Its meaning, 
on the construction we now admit, 
evidently is, that all] things will be 
restored to their primitive design 
and use. And what was this de- 
sign and use ? Why, to glorify their 
Maker.—T he introduction of sin ins 
to the world tended to throw, and 
unless counteracted, would actually 
have thrown, the whele created u- 
niverse into disorder. Man was 
made to have dominion over the 
works of God’s hands: When, 
therefore, man became a sinner, 
those works were brought into bon- 
dage to sin. They were forced to 
become subservient to the cause of 
rebellion against their Maker. And 
this abuse will in some measure 
confinue, so long as sin has any pre- 
dominance in the universe. But 
when the present state of things 
shall come to an end, as it will at 
the last day, sin will: be totally 
crushed and the works of God will 
be brought back. to their original 
use, that of directly promoting his 
glory. But do not justice and truth 
constitute a part df his glory? And 
do not both these attributes require, 
that the obstinately wicked and im- 
penitent should be punished in a 
future world? Ifso, where is the 
absurdity of supposing, that the 


works of the inanimate creation, will 


undergo such a change, es to~be- 
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come suitable instruments for in- 
flicting the wrath of God on his en- 
emies ? We are taught by Paul, 
that the creation was made subject 
to vanity not willingly, that it 
groaneth under the burden of sin 
and travaileth in pain for deliver- 
ance, and that its earnest expecta- 
tion waiteth for the manifestation of 
the sons of God, the time for which 
manifestation is the day of the gen- 
eral resurrection. Is it then incred- 
ible, that the works of God, eman- 
cipated at length from the unnatural 
thraldom, to which they have been 
so long subjected, will be made 
subservient to the execution of his 
indignation against the wicked, by 
whom they have been abused to the 
vile purpose of aiding the general 
rebellion against him ? All nature 
conspired to destroy the old worid, 
in obedience to the mandate of the 
Creator : in allusion to which 
momentous fact, the apostle Peter 
informs us, that ** the heavens and 
the earth, which are now, are kept 
in store, reserved unto fire against 
the day of judgment and perdition 
of ungodly men.” 

But 3. The restitution spoken of 
ig a restitution of all the things, 
which God hath spoken by the proph- 
ets.—And have the prophets spoken 
nothing of the destruction of the 
wicked? Hath not David said, 
** Upon the wicked God shall rain 
Snares, fre and brimstone, and an 
horrible tempest : This shall be the 
portion of their cup”? Hath not 
Isaiah said, “* Woe unto the wick- 
ed! it shall be il) with him; for 
the reward of his hands shall be giv- 
enhim”? Hath not Daniel declar- 
ed, that “some shall awake to 
shame and everlasting contempt”? 
Hath not Malachi forewarned us of 
** a day, that shall burn as an oven,” 
and asserted, that “ the proud, yea, 
and all that do wickedly shall be 


stubble ; and that the day, that 
cometh, shall burn them up, that it 
shall leave them neither. root, nor 
branch *? And bave not all the 
prophets, from Enoch { downward, 
said the same ?—It is a frequent 
mistake in those, who quote this 
passage, entirely to omit the words, 
which I have written in italics, as 
being of no importance : whereas 
they are quite essential to the right 
understanding of the apostle’s mean- 
ing. And it is a still more frequent 
mistake to suppose the’ antecedent 
of the relative, ‘‘ which,” to be 
‘* restitution,” instead of * things ”’; 
making the apostle to say, that 
God, by the mouth ofall his proph- 
ets, hath spoken of the restetution 
of all things. Any one, who is 
competent to read the original, will 
perceive, that there is no ground 
whatever for this construction, and 
that the meaning is correctly ex- 
pressed thus ; ‘* Whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of the 
restitution of all the things, which 
(things) God hath spoken” &c. 

The foregoing remarks, unless I 
greatly mistake, will have convinc- 
ed the impartial and intelligent rea- 
der, that the verse under consider- 
ation, even on the construction, 
which the universalists wish to a- 
dopt, does not in the least favour 
their doctrine, but is on the otber 
hand, clearly inconsistent with if. 

I will now, in the second place, 
state my reasons for adopting the 
other construction of this important 
passage, which supposes the restitu- 
tion will be -entirely ended and 
over, when Christ shall be reveal- 
ed. 

1. There is strong internal evi- 
dence in the passage itself, that the 
word rendered, “ restitution,” is to 
be taken in the sense of accomplish- 
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at ment or fulfilment-—Dr. Campbell, whatever to the future condition 
it an able critick on the original lan- either of the meters or the wick- 
or guage of the New Testament, says; ed. It relates wholly to what will 
e ‘<'T'o me it is manifest, that these take place intime. And, therefore, 
d, words, the restitution of all things we must resort to other parts of 
nt which God hath spoken by his proph- Sciipture, ifwe yould form a cor- 
is ets, convey no meaning atall. Sub- rect opinion concerning the doctrine 
8, stitute accomplishment for restitution, oi future punishments. 

AS and there remains not a vestige GAIUS. 

AS either of difficulty or of impropriety, 

at in the sentence.” Vol. IV. p. 118. : ae 

\- | This alteration renders the sense [We think cur readers seili a. he 
: perfectly satisfactory. The heav eq and: edited with the following ac- 
it en must receive hrist, until all count of the will and last days of the 
e those things, which the prophets great reformer of Geneva ; which we 


F have foretold concerning his king- have extracted from memoirs of his 


t dom on earth, shall be accomplished. life — weitings by Rey. E. Waterman, 
$a ." pp. 214—226.} 

. 2. There is one other passage in 

2 the New Testament, and only one, ‘¢ Tar Wu or Joun Canyin. 

5 in which a word from the same root, 

I , and similarly placed, is used ; and “In the name of God amen. 
| that is evidently used in the sense On the 25th of April 1564, J, Peter 
| now mentioned, Mat. xvii, 11. Chenalat, citizen and Notary of Ge- 


Elias truly shall first comeand restore neva, witness and declare, that I 
all things. Now nobody supposes, was called, by the worthy John Cal- 
that Christ means here to assert, vin, Minister of ‘the word of God, 
) | that John the Baptist, the person in this church of Geneva, and citi- 
intended in this passage, would save zen of the same city ; who bei 
all men, or restore them tothe di- indisposed in body, but of a 
vine favour. Yet the terms em- sound mind, declared his deter- 
ployed are very similar to those un- mination to. make his !ast will aad 
der examination. The meaning testament, and requested me to write 
obviously is, that John would be what he should dictate and declare 
the last. prophet of the olddispensa- by word of mouth—which I have 
tion—that he would fulfil and finish done, as he pronounced and declar- 
all things belonging to that dispen- ed, word for word, without omis- 
sation—and completely prepare the sion or addition, in the following 
way for the introduction of the new. form : | : 
In like manner, all things belonging “In the mame of God amen, TI, 
io the new dispensation, and which Joubn Calvin, Minister of the word 
had been foretold in the writings of of God, in the Church of Geneva, 
the prophets, must be fully accom- oppressed and afflicted with vari- 
plished, and then the end willcome. us disorders, believing that God 
Christ will descend from heaven—__ will shortly remove me_ out of this 
the dead will be raised—the world world, have determined to make 
will be judged—and every one will my _ testament, and to commit ,to 
receive according to thedeedsdone writing my last will in the follow- 
in the body. ing forna ; 7 
On these grounds | conclude, “First, I give thanks to God, 
that this passage has ug referenge that, having mercy upon me, whom, 
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he created and placed in this world, 
he has not only delivered me out of 
the thick darkness of idolatry, in 
which I was buried, but has brought 
me into the light of his Gospel, and 
made me a partaker of the doctrine 
of salvation, of which 1 was most 
unworthy: that, with the same 
mercy and kindness, he has gra- 
ciously borne with my multiplied 
transgressions and sins, for which | 
deserved to be rejected and cut off 
bv him: that he has, however, ex- 
ercised such great clemency and 
compassion towards me, that he has 
used my labors in preaching and 
promulgating the truth of his Gospel. 
And | testity and declare my inten- 
tion to pass the remainder of my 
life in the same faith and religion, 
which he has delivered to me in 
his Gospel: that [ have no other 
defence or refuge of salvation, than 
his gratuitous adoption, on which 
alone rests my confidence: and 
with my whole heart | embrace the 
mercy which he exercises towards 
me, br the sake of Jesus Christ, 
accepting the merits of his death 
and sufferings, that in this way he 
may be satisfied for all my trans- 
gressions and sins, that their re- 
membrance may be blotted out. I 
also testify and declare, that as I 
am a supplicant I ask of him, that he 
would wash and purify me in the 
blood of the exalted Redeemer, 
shed for the sins of the human race, 
that I may be permitted to stand 
before his tribunal in the image 
of the Redeemer himself. J de- 
clare also, that ] have sedulously 
exerted my labours, according to 
the measure of grace and favour 
which God has bestowed upon me ; 
that both in my sermons, writings 
and commentaries, | have faithfully 
and purely declared his word, and 
with integrity interpreted the holy 
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scriptures. I also testify and de- 
clare, that in all the controversies 
and disputes which | have conduct- 
ed with the enemies of the Gospel, 
I have used neither craitiness, nor 
the pernicious arts of sophistry, but 
have candidly and sincerely been 
engaged in the defence of the truth. 

‘* But, alas, my study and my 
zeal (if worthy of that name) have 
been so languid and remiss, that I 
confess innumerable things have 
been wanting in me to the full dis- 
charge of the duties of my office ; 
and unless the unmeasurable bounty 
of God had been present, all my 
study would have been vain and 
transient. And I also aeknowledge, 
that unless he had been present to 
assist me by his grace, I should 
have become, in his sight, more and 
more guilty of negligence and sloth, 
for which cause | witness and de- 
clare, that [hope for no other ref- 
uge of salvation than this, that since 
God is the father of mercy, he may 
shew himself a father to me, who 
acknowledge myself a miserable 
sinner. 

* Further, I will, after my de- 
parture from this life, that my body 
be committed to the earth, in that 
manner, and with those funeral 
rites, which are ordinarily used by 
this Church, and in this city, until 
the day of the glorious resurrection 
shall come. 

“* With respect to the small world- 
ly estate, which God has bestowed 
upon me, and which I have deter- 
mined to dispose of in this testa- 
ment, I will, that Anthony Calvin, 
my dear brother, be my heir; and 
out of respect to him, let him have 
and hold for himself, the silver gob- 
let which was’ given to me by Mr. 
deVarannes,with which I desire him 
to be contented, as I commit to bis 
trust the remainder of my estate, re- 
questing of him that at his decease 

















this goblet may be given to his chil- 
dren. 1 bequeath ten gold crowns, 
to be given by my brother and 
legal heir, to the children’s 
school ; and as many to the sup- 
port of poor strangers. Also, I will 
to Joanna, daughter of Charles Cos- 
tans and of my half sister on the pa- 
rental side, and to Samuel and John, 
the sons of my said brother, each 
forty crowns, out of my estate, af- 
ter his death: To his daughters 
Anna, Susanna and Dorothy, each 
thirty crowns : To David, their 
brother, on account of bis known 
youthful levity and petulance, only 
twenty-five crowns. 

‘** This is the amount of all the 
property which God hath given me, 
as far as Lam able to ascertain it, 
from an estimation of my books, furni- 
ture andestate of every kind. Should 
there, however, prove to be more, 
1 will, that it be equally distributed 
among my brother’s children, not 
excluding David, if by the favor of 
God he shall conduct himself with 
propriety. 

‘** Nothing of much value, I be- 
lieve, will remain after my debts 
are discharged, the management of 
which business | commit to my 
brother, in whose faithfulness and 
good will, I have confidence, on 
which account I will and appoint 
him to be the executor of this my 
testament, and together with him my 
worthy friend Laurence de Nor- 
mandie ; giving them full power and 
authority ,without an order of Court, 
to take an inventory of my goods, 
and sell the moveables, to procure 
money to fulfil the conditions of 
my above written will, which I 
have set forth and declared, this 
25th day of April, in the year 1564. 

** JOHN CALVIN. 


* The next day, being the 26th 
of April, 1564, the same worthy 
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man, Calvin, comm4nded me to be 
called to him, together with Theo- 
dore Beza, Raymond Calvet, Mi- 
chael Cop, Lewis Enoch, Nicholas 
Calladon, James de Bordes, Minis- 
ters and Preachers of the word of 
God in the Church of Geneva, and 
also the worthy Henry Scringer, 
Professor of Arts, citizens of Gene- 
va, and in their presence he testifi- 
ed and declared, that he dictated to 
me his testament, in the form above 
written. He directed me to read 
the same in their hearing. He 
then testified and declared it to be 
his last will, which he desired to 
have carried into effect. In testi- 
mony and confirmation of which, he 
requested them al] to witness the 
same with their hands, which was 
done the year and month above, at 
Geneva, in the street common] 
called the Canons, and in the house 
of the testator. In proaf of which, 
I have subscribed the same with my 
hand, and sealed it with the com- 
mon seal of our Supreme Court, 


“* PETER CHENALAT.” 


Having thus made bis will, he 
signified to the four Syndicks, and 
to the Senators, his desire to address 
them before his death in the Senate- 
room, to which he hoped to be car- 
ried on the following day. They 
answered, that it would be more a- 
greeable to visit him, and requested 
him to be careful of bis health. On 
the next day, they all repaired from 
the Senate-room, to the house of 
Calvin. After mutual salutations, 
he acknowledged the respect they 
had shown him, and addressed them 
as follows :— 

**[ have long wished for a con- 
ference with you, but have deferred 
it till 1 was more certainly assured 
of the near approach of death. 1 
return you thanks, my highly hen- 
oured Lords, for having distinguish- 
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ed me with so many honours, which 
I have by no means deserved, and 
for bearing so patiently with my 
many infirmities, which I have al- 
ways considered as a singular mark 
of your benevolence towards me. 
In the exercise of of my ministry, 
I have been obliged to undergo vari- 
ous contests, and to sustain many 
insults ; trials, to which the best of 
men must submit, and which I know 
and acknowledge have not arisen 
from your fault. I earnestly be- 
seech you, that, ifin any thing I 
have not performed my duty as I 
ought, you will ascribe it tomy in- 
ability, and not to any indisposition. 
I assure you, that | have always ta- 
ken a deep interest in the welfare 
of this Republic ; and if I have not 
accomplished all that my station de- 
manded of me, I have however al- 
ways laboured -with my whole 
strength to promote the public good. 
Should I refrain trom avowing, that 
the Lord has sometimes used my 
endeavours for the accomplishment 
of this object, [ should be guilty of 
dissimulation. I must entreat your 
pardon, once more, that I have ef- 
fected so little in my publick and 
private capacity, in comparison with 
what I ought to have done ; and | 
freely acknowledge, that I am much 
indebted to you, tor having borne, 
with so much equanimity, my vehe- 
mence, which has sometimes been 
immoderate, for which sin, I trust I 
have also the forgiveness of God. 

** As to the doctrines which you 
have heard from me, I testify to 
you, that I have not rashly nor un- 
certainly, but purely and sincerely, 
taught the word entrusted to me of 
God, knowing that otherwise his 
indignation would already hang sus- 
pended over my head ; but now I 
ain confident, that my labours in the 
ministry have not been displeasing 
to him. I make this declaration, in 


the presence of God, and before 
you, the more willingly, as I have 
no doubt, but that Satan, after his 
usual manner, will raise up many 
vain, dishonest and giddy minded 
men, to corrapt the pure doctrines 
which you have heard from me.’ 

_ He thencalled their attention, to 
those immense benefits with which 
God had distinghished them .— 
“ There is no one,” he said, ‘‘ who 
can inform you better than my self, 

from how many and how great dan- 

gers, the Almighty and merciful God 
has delivered you. Whether in 
prosperity or adversity, keep this 
truth, [ entreat you, constantly be- 
fore your eyes, that it is He alone 
preserves cities and kingdoms ; and 
that He in return demands that they 
worship dim. Remember that Da- 
vid, that illustrious king; testifies, 
that it was when he enjoyed a pro- 
found peace, that he experienced 
his fall, from which he never would 
have arisen, if God had not stretch- 
ed out his hand, with singular favour, 
to his relief. What then may not 
happen to weak and infirm men, 
since so powerful and brave a Prince 
has fallen ? You must humble 
yourselves, therefore, in the pre- 
sence of God, that he may give you 
grace to live in his fear, and to put 
your whole confidence in_ him. 
Thus will you be assured of the 
continuance of the same protection 
which you have so often experienced 
and may proceed with stability, un- 
der his care, even when your pros- 
perity and security may bang sus- 
pended on a slender thread. If 
things proceed prosperously, take 
heed, I beseech you, not to exalt 
yourselves like profane men, but 
with all humility of heart, give 
thanks unto God. If misfortunes 
befal you, and death surround you 
on every side, still hope in him, who 


raises even the dead : Nay, consid+ 
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ér well, that God igby this means a- 
wakening you your sloth, that 
you may learn to look unto him a- 
lone, with the most entire confi- 
dence. If you would preserve this 
Republick in its present stability, 
cive the most persevering heed, that 
you pollute not, by your vices, the 
sacred seats on which he has placed 
you. Heis the Most High God, 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; 
who will honour those who honour 
bim, but will cast down in abase- 
ment, those who despise him. Wor- 
ship him, therefore, according to his 
commandments, and think more and 
more intensely on this duty. We 
are very far from rendering unto 
God, our reasonable service. I! 
know the disposition and manner of 
life of each of you, and that you 
have need of this exhortation. A- 
mong those who excel, there is no 
one, who does not come short of his 
duty in many things. Let every 
one examine himself, and ask of God 
the supply of his own deficiencies: 
We see what corruptions prevail in 
most of the Councils of the earth. 
Some, cold and indifferent to the 
publick interest, pursue with eager- 
ness theirown emoluments ; others 
are only intent upon the gratifica- 
tion of their passions ; others abuse; 
beyond measure, the talents which 
God has given them ; others vainly 
labour to display their own impor- 
fance, and with confidence demand, 
that whatever they determine should 
be approved by ‘he people at large. 
! would remind the aged not to envy 
those young persons whom they find 
tobe adomed of God with excellent 
gifts. Ladvise the young to conduct 
themselves with modesty, and to 
keep far from all self sufficiency. 
Let not one interfere with the duties 
ofanother. Avoid animosities, and 
those asperities of mind, which pre- 
rent many, in the management of 
VOL. Il. G 
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publick concerns, from discharging 


correctly the duties of their office. 
You will avoid these evils, if each 
one keeps himself within the limits 
of his own station, and faithfully 
fulfils the duties which, in the Re- 
publick,are committed tohis charge. 
In judicial proceedings, I beseech 
you, to give no place to partialities 
or prejudices. Let no ohe pervert 
judgment by artful sophistry : let no. 
one obstruct or weaken the force of 
the laws by chicane and plausible 
address : let no one depart from 
what is just and good. Ifthe evil 
passions are excited by temptation, 
resist them with firmness; look to 
him by whom you are placed on the 
seat of judgment, and ask of him 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Finally, I again beseech you to par- 
don my infirmities, which I confess 
and acknowledge before God, and 
the Angels; and moreover before 
you; venerable Lords.”. — 

When he had said these things, 
lie prayed to the Almighty and most 
merciful God, thatthe would enrich 
them more abundantly with his gifts, 
and guide them with his Holy Spir- 
it to the prosperity of the Repub. 
lick. He then gave his right hand 
to each one—and bade them alla 
sorrowful farewell: They parted 
from him with tears as from a com- 
mon father. 

On the 28th of April, at the re- 
quest of Calvin; all the Ministers in 
the jurisdiction of Geneva, assem- 
bled in his room, and he addressed 
them as follows : 

“ Aftermy death, my brethren, 
continue in this work, and be not 
discouraged. The Lord will pre- 
serve this Republick and this 
Church, against all the threats of the 
enemies. Put away all divisions 
from among yourselves,and embrace 
one another with mutual charity. 
Consider daily, what you owe to 
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the Church in which God has pla- 
ced you ; aud suffer nothing to sep- 
arate you fromit. It will indeed be 
easy for those, who are desirous of 
leaving their flocks, to find some 

retexts to cover their desertion ; 
but they will discover, by experi- 
ence, that God cannot be deceived. 
When I first came to this city, the 
gospel was indeed preached, but 
the affairs of religion were ina 
most disurdered state, as if Chris- 
tianity consisted in nothing but the 
destruction ofimages. ‘There were 
many wicked men, from whom I 
suffered many extreme indignities ; 
but the Lord God himseliso strength- 
eccd me, even me, I say, who am 
by nature so timid, (I speak as the 
fact is,) that | was enabled to re- 
sist ali their efforts. WhenI re- 
turned to this place from Strasburg, 
I yielded to the call with an unwil- 
ling mind, because it appeared to 
me that my return would be fruit- 
less. 1 was ignorant of the designs 
of God, and the undertaking was 
full of multiplied and magnified 
difficulties. But persevering in my 
work, 1 perceived at length, that 
the Lord blessed my labours. Per- 
severe then, zy brethren, in your 
vocation; hold fast the established 
order ; give all diligence, that the 
people yield obedience to the doc- 
trines ; for there are still some wick- 
ed and insolent men. You see that 
the order of the Church is well reg- 
ulated ; and if itis destroyed by 
your negligence, you wil] bring up- 
on yourselves the severest judgments 
of God. I now testify to you, my 
brethren, that I have always lived 
with you, and now depart from you, 
in the true and sincere bonds of 
charity. And if, at any time, in the 
course of my sickness, you have 
found me too morose, I ask your 
forgiveness, and give you many 
thanks, that during my confinement, 


you have discharged the duties of 
my office.” , 

He then reached his hand to eac 
of his brethren, who retired weeping 
and with sorrowful hearts. 

On the 2d of May, Calvjn receqv- 
ed a letter from Farel,* now 75 
years of age, and quite infirm, infor- 
ming him ‘of his determination to 
make him a visit. ‘To this letter he 
returned the following answer : 

“ Carvin To Fare, wishes health. 

“ Farewell, my best and most 
worthy brother. Since God has 
determined, that you should survive 
me in this world, live mindiul- of our 
union, which has been so useful to 
the Church of God, and the fruits of 
which await usin heaven. Do not 
fatigue yourself on my account. | 
draw my breath with difficulty ; and 
am expecting continually that my 
breath will fail. It is sufficient that 
I live and die in Christ, who is gain 
to his servants in life and in death. 
Again, farewell, with the brethren. 

* Geneva, May 2, 1564.” 

The venerable Farel, however, vis- 
ited Calvin, & renewed with him for 
a night that friendship, which death 
cannot dissolve, but which ,will be 
consummated in the heavenly world, 
After this, Calvin spent his time 
almost constantly in prayer, which 
his difficulty in breathing prevented 
him from uttering with a distinct 
articulation ; but his expressive eyes 
raise: towards heaven, and the se- 
renity of his countenance bespoke 
the comfort of his mind, and the 
solemnity of his devotion. As_ his 
voice was sometimes distinct, he 
was heard to say, 1 was dumb, O 


* Viret was at this time at the Court 
of the amiable and intrepid Jane, Queen 
of Navarre, daughter of Margaret de 
Valois, whose piety and constancy she 
surpassed. Under the protection of 
this. patroness of the Reformers, Vire+ 
died in 1571, aged 60. 
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Lord, because thou didst it.—I did 
mourn as a dove.—Lord, thy hand is 
heavy on me, but I am dbecndtiatly 
satisfied, because wt is Tuy hand. 

‘T'o have admitted all the persons, 
who, from affectionate regard, crou- 
ded to see him, would have kept his 
doors constantly open. As he was 
unable to converse with them, he 
requested: his friends#to pray for 
him in their retirements, and to o- 
mit their visits. ‘To Beza, who was 
his dearest friend, he intimated, 
that however agreeable his compa- 
ny might be, he was anxious, that he 
should not devote to him the time 
which he owed to religion, and the 
duties of his office: so carefal was 
he of the time which was dedicated 
to the Church, and so anxious for 
the cause of Christ. 

On the 19th of May, the Minis- 
ters assembled for the Censura Mo- 
rum, and as their custom was to 
take a meal together in token of 
friendship, , Calvin requested that 
they should sup in the hall of his 
house. This meeting was two 
days previous to the Sabbath, on 
which the Lord’s Supper was stated- 
ly administered to their Church. 
They assembled at his house, and 
at supper time he was carried, with 
much difficulty to himself, into the 
hall. As he approached the table, 
he said, I have come, my brethren, 
to sit with you for the last time at 
this table. ‘The scene affected them 
very deeply. He offered the prayer, 
ate alittle, and conversed as com- 
posedly and cheerfully as his weak- 
ness would permit. Before the sup- 

r was ended, he addressed them— 
I must be carried to my bed, and with 
a serene and pleasant countenance 
added, these walls will not prevent 
my union with in spirit, although 
oh body be abode. ¥ 

After this day, he arose no more 


jrom his hed. His body was ex- 








The Will of John Calova. 51 


tremely emaciated, but his eounte- 
nance retained still a degree of its 
usual fullness and vigour. On the 
27th of May, his voice was stronger, 
and he uttered himself with more 
ease. This was the last effort of na- 
ture ; for about eight in the evening, 
all the symptoms of death suddenly 
appeared, In the full possession of 
his reason, he continued speaking, 
till, without a struggle or a gasp, his 
breath ceased, and the spirit of this 
great doctrinal luminary of the Ref- 
ormation departed, about the going 
down of the sun. 

The following night and day, the 
whole people were in mourning: For 
the city had lost her best citizen— 
the Church, her faithful Pastor—the 
College, her first Professor—and 
every family, a common father and 
comforter. 

The house was crouded with per- 

sons, anxious to behold the remains 
of one whom they so highly respec- 
ted. Several  stratigers, among 
whom was the Ambassador of Queen 
Elizabeth to France, who had made 
a visit to Geneva to see and hear 
him, earnestly requested, as they 
had not been permitted to visit him 
while he lived, that they might at 
least see the body of so distinguish- 
edaman. Permission was granted, 
but the curiosity was so genera: that 
the friends judged it expedient to 
exclude the visitors, lest they should 
give occasion to the Papists to cal- 
umniate them as paying a religious 
respect to his body. The next 
morning, being the Lord’s day, his 
body was wrapped ina linen cloth, 
and enclosed in a wooden coffin. 
At two o’clock in the afternoon, it 
was carried, being followed by the 
Syndicks, Senators, Pastors and Pro- 
fessors of the College, together 
with almost the whole City, weep- 
ing as they went, and deposited 
Without pomp in the common bury- 
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ing ground, called the Planum Pa- 
latium, the level Court. According 
to his request, no hillock or monu- 
ment was erected to his memory. 
A plain stone, without any inscrip- 
tion, was Jaid over the spot that 
covered his body. 

Beza wrote a few verses, in com- 
memoration of his virtues, in which 
he alludes to the simplicity of his 
grave. The following is a transla- 
tion from the Latin :— 


Why, in this humble & uanoticed tomb, 
Is Calvin laid, the dread of falling 
Rome, 


Mourned by the good, and by the wick, 
ed feared, 

By all who knew his excellence revered; 

From whom ev’a virtue’s self might 


virtue learn, 
And young and old its value may dis-~ 
cern ? 
?Twas modesty, his constant friend on 
earth, 
That laid this stone unsculptured with 
a name. _ ; 
O happy turf, enriched with Calvin’s 
worth, 
More lasting far than marble is thy 
fame. 


Calvin died aged 54 years, 10 
months and 17 days.—He was 28 
years in the ministry. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


MISSIONARY NOTICE. 


Ar a late session of the Pruden- 
tia’ Committee of theAmerican Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, after serious and prayerful de- 
liberation, it was resolved to fit out 
a mission with all convenient des- 
patch to Ceylon: the mission to-be 
composed, in the outset, of Messrs. 
James Richards, Jr. Daniel Poor, 
and Horatio Bardwell, with their 
wives. The Ordination of these 
brethren, together with Messrs. Ed- 
ward Warren, and Benjamin C. 
Meigs, is appointed to be on Wed- 
nesday the 2ist of June next, at 
Newburyport. 

From ample information obtained, 
Ceylon appears to present a most 
eligible field for missionary labors. 
It isso represented by Dr. Buchan- 
an, in his Christian Researches ; 
it is so represented by an intelli- 
gent gentleman resident in that isl- 
and, who wrote to the London Mis- 
sionary Society, “| hope the Mis- 
sionary Society and all other Soci- 
eties, will strain every nerve to 
send some able teachers to this 


country ; never was such a harvest 
as is here prepared for the reapers ;” 
and it is so represented by our own 
Mr. Newell, who sojourned in Cey- 
lon about ten months, visited the 
prinsipel parts of the island, and 
made his observations and inquiries 
with a direct reference to a mission- 
ary establishment there. The pop- 
ulation of Ceylon amounts to be- 
tween two and three millions, a very 
considerable portion of which is in 
a state peculiarly favorable for the 
reception of Missionaries. In a 
part of the island the Tamul lan- 
guage is spoken—a language into 
which the Scriptures have been 
translated, and which is also spoken 
by eight or nine millions of people 
on the neighboring continent ; and 
by means of a great temple, to 
which multitudes from various parts 
of the continent continually resort, 
peculiar facilities are offered for dis- 
tributing the Holy Scriptures and 
diffusing the knowledge of the gos- 
pel thence toa very great extent. 
Ceylon is not under the jurisdiction 
of the East India Company ; the. 
Governor, Chief Justice, and other 














principal men, are well disposed 
cowards missions, and even desirous 
of having missionaries sent thither ; 
and Mr. Newell was assured, that 
himself, and as many of his breth- 
ren as would come thither, would 
find protection and encouragement. 
‘¢ Here,” says Mr. Newell, ‘ mis- 
sionaries may labor with perfect 
safety ; the people will not molest 
them ; the government will protect 
them. On these accounts, there is 
perhaps no portion of the heathen 
world, whic 
vantages for spreading the gospel as 
this.” Whatever doubts may Setar 
tertained in regard to the expedi- 
ency of females being attached to 
missions to be established in some 
parts of the heathen world; there 
should be no doubt that they may, 
very properly and with fair pros- 
pects of great usefulness, make a 
part of amission to be established 
at Ceylon. The state of society 
and the circumstances of the people 
there, especially in some of the 
principal places, are in this regard 
particularly favorable. The wife 
of the missionary, Mr. Palm, while 
there, waseminently useful: and a 
Mrs. Schrawder, mentioned by Mr. 
Newell in terms of high praise, who 
is now there, employed in a school 
and in imparting religious instruc- 
tions to many of all classes, is doing 
incalculable good. 

Such is the field to which the mis- 
sion now in view is intended to be 
sent; and which at this moment 
most earnestly solicits the liberality 
of all, who wish well te the spread 
of the Gospel, and tothe most im- 
portant interests of their fellow men. 
The outfits of this mission, the ex- 
pence of conveying the missiona- 


ries to their destined field, and the 
advances suitable to be made to 
them for their establishment and 
support there, are estimated at sev- 
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en or eight thousand dollars. Near- 
ly as much as this, when our miss- 
ion was fitted out three years ago, 
was contributed im three or 

weeks, and within a very limited dis- 
trict of our c - If a similar 
liberality be displayed .in the three 
or four months, which may elapse 
before the departure of the mission- 
aries now to be sent out, there will 
be no occasion to diminish the pres- 
ent productive funds of the Board. 
This cannot fail to be regarded, by 
all the friends of the glorious cause, 
as vastly desirable ; if they at all 
consider the necessary permanent 
expence of supporting so many mis- 
sionaries as we shall have in the east, 
and especially if they also consider, 
that it is now in serious contempla- 
tion to commence, as soon as pos- 
sible, a missionary establishment in 
the Missouri Territory, and another 
in South America, for the benefit of 
the Aborigines of aur-own continent, 
who have so many powerful claims 
on our Christian benevolence. The 
missionary work has long been cb- 
structed by the war: by the return 
of peace the obstructions are_remoy- 
ed ; doors are opened in various di- 
rections; every thing invites and 
urges to the most zealous and vig- 
orous operations. Shall pecuniary 
means be wanting? Are there not 
many, very many, who have been 
waiting impatiently for an opportu- 
nity to contribute, with the prospect 
of having the fruits of their liberali- 
ty immediately applied to the de- 
sired object? Suchan opportuni- 
ty is now offered. In what way can 
the people of this favored land bet- 
ter testify their gratitude to the giv- 
er of every good gift, for the bless- 
ing of peace so mercifully restored 
to them, and for their many distin- 
guished. privileges, that by hber- 
ally contributing to spread the glad 
tidings of peace on earth and good: 
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will to.men, which he has sent to 
this guilty and miserable world at 
the expence of his own Son’s blood ? 
Who that professes a regard for 
Christianity, has a heart so untouch- 
ed with benevolence, as to contri- 
bute nothing ?—Who will not con- 
tribute what he can, and do what he 
can to induce others to contribute ? 
The Lord hath need—hath need of 
a portion of what He hath bestowed 
upon the stewards of his bounty— 
for the furtherance of his great de- 
sign of saving those, who are ready 
to perish. From his throne in the 
heavens, He looks down to see 
whose hearts, and whose hands, are 
open—open to that glorious object, 
for which He descended from the 
bosom of his Father to these abodes 
of sin and misery, and yielded up 
his life on the cross. He will not 
overlook the widow’s two mites ; 
He will not fail amply to recom- 
pense the most liberal offerings of 
the wealthy. He loves the cheerful 
gwer.—By order, 
SamuEL WorcESTER, 
Clerk of Prud. Com. of 
A. B.C. F. M. 
Salem, March 22, 1815. 


From the Panoplist. 
AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


We mentioned, at the close of our last 
number, that letters had just been re- 
ceived from the American missionaries 
at Bombay, the particulars of which we 
could not then give. The communica- 
tions referred to are very ample, They 
contained Mr. Newell’s journal from 
his arrival at Calcutta, in June, 1812, 
to the date of his letter, which enclosed 
it, April 12, 1814; and Messrs. Hail 
and Nott’s Journal from Dec. 23, 1813, 
the date of their last letter, which had 
been previously received, to April 9, 
1814. Mr. Newell joined his brethren 
at Bombay, March .7, 1814. The mis- 
sionaries were not free from anxiety, ja 


reference to their exposure to be sep; 
away from that place by order of the 
East India Company. They had receiv- 
ed nocommunication from government 
since their last letter; and they hada 
strong hope, that they should be permit- 
ted to reside there without further trou- 
bie. There can be little doubt, that 
Lord Moira will be inclined not to mo- 
lest them, unless he is perempterily or- 
dered to do so. by the Directors in Eng- 
land. Even in that case, we have 
hopes, that the missionaries will obtain 
permission to retire to Ceylon. It is 
desirable, however, that they should re- 
tain their present station, if possible. If 
they should be able to do this, and a new 
mission should be established in Ceylon, 
these two stations may be considered as 
among the most important in the whole 
heathen world. 

The following letters were written as 
the missionaries were closing their jour- 
nals, and preparing their packages to be 
sent to this country. 


Letters from the Missionaries to the Rev. 
Dr. Worcester, 


Bombay, April 8, 1814. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

Ovr last letters to you were dated 
Dec. 22, and 23, 1813, and were sent by 
the very opportunity, by which we had 
every reason to expect, we should be 
sent to England. Qur communications. 
at that time were full, (and as correct- 
ly transcribed as our very limited time 
would allow.) These communications, 
with those which we made in October, 
will furnish you with an account of our 
circumstances and conduct after arriv- 
ing in India, till that date. If they shall 
have come safe to hand, you will no 
doubt be expecting to hear the long- 
wished-for intelligence, of our happy 
settlement among the heathen. It 
would, indeed, be gratifying to us to 
speak so comforting a word to your 
Christian hopes and wishes ; as it cer- 
tainly would be, to be able to consider 
our anxious suspense brought to a hap- 
py close. But our gracious Sovereign 
has not yet made known to us his decis- 
ion on our case, After residing in Bom- 
bay fourteen months, we are still unset- 
tled ; and cannot tell you of our assur- 
ance but only of our strong hope, that 
we shall finally be allowed to remain, © 
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Since the favorable intimations from 
Bord Moira, to your Committee in Ben- 
gal, we have heard nothing decisive of 
the disposition of the supreme goyern- 
ment : and still remain in the house in 
which we were placed by this govern- 
ment, when it was expected that we 
should be sent away withina fortnight. 

We shall send you herewith, a copy 
of our Journal to the present date. Mr. 
Thomasen’s last letter expresses the 
hopes, which we entertain ourselves, re- 
specting our staying here. Our hopes 
are strong, and we look on the prospect 
with great delight. We trust that God’s 
wonderful and merciful dealings with us, 
areere long to be crowned with the 
special blessings we have sought; that 
our merciful Father has a work for us to 
do here : and that his various dispensa- 
tions have been allotted with fatherly 
tenderness and care, and intended to 
teach us lessons of humility, trust and 
patience ; graces which we have found 
no more easy to our hearts here, than 
in our. native land. We would hope 
that they may make us mere prepared 
for our work. Pray for us. We are 
sensible that God alone can teach us to 
profit. Because we do not depend suit- 
ably upon his teaching, we know that 
we lose the advantage of many valuable 
lessons. Pray for us. The God to 
whom yon pray dwells also in this land. 
Here he dwells in his own almighiy 
strength ; and, in answer to the prayers 
accepted from your altars,can poura 
blessing ; yea, an immediate blessing 
upon our heads. He can, he may, in 
the hour of darkness, light up our path, 
cheer our desponding hearts, dissipate 
our doubts, and fill us with faith and 
love, because you pray for us. 

We have great reason to acknowl- 
edge the kind attention paid to our cir- 
eustances and wishes, by the Rev. Dr. 
Carey, and by the Rey. Mr. Thomason, 
and G. Udny, Esq. acting at his request 
as your Committee in Calcuita. To 
their efforts, under God, we are indebt- 
ed for the hopes we now enjoy. Mr. 
Haringten, in whose place Mr. Udny 
acted, has lately returned to Bengal, so 
that the only vacancy existing in your 
appointment, is that occasioned by the 
Rey. D. Brown’s death, and which is 
now filled by the Rev. Mr. Thomason. 
The kindness of Mr. T. and his ability 
to help us, will appear from the letters 





of which we send you copies, and we 
have every reason to lovehim as a 
Christian and a friend, who after al! his 
labors for. us, will continually help us 
by his prayers. We know no one 
whom, for our own parts, we should be 
so well pleased to have fill the vacancy 
in the Committee. } 

We recommenced the study of the 
Mahratta on January ist, after having 
laid it by two months and a half. Our 
time is petncteelly filled up with this 
study, Hebrew and Greek, and such 
reading and writing, as you will readily 
conceive. We have diyine service in 
our family every Sabbath, at which four 
er five persons attend. We have a 
prayer meeting, to seek God’s blessing 
on our mission here, every Wednesday 
evening, and uniformly observe the ev- 
ening of the first Monday in every 
month, as a season of prayer for the 
Church, in union with the friends of 
missions in England, and in India. It 
would be very pleasing to be informed, 
whether this season is observed, and 
how extensively, by our friends in 
America, as at present we have no ap- 
pointed seasons for a union in prayer 
with them. We bave become acquaint- 
ed witha few persons here, who, we 
hope, are the disciples of the Lord Je- 
sus. 

Hitherto we have received no letters 
from you, but those which came by the 
Alligator. The box of books bas not 
yet arrived, but we have reason to ex- 
pect it shoitly. We are extremely 
anxious to hear from you again; te 
know how you prosper. How flourish- 
es the Church? Are there revivals in 
schools, colleges and congregations ? Is 
there a spirit of fervent piety among 
professors of religion ? Is there an am- 
ple supply of missionaries ? From this 
country we have nothing new to com- 
municate ; the little, however, that we 
see and hear of the power of divine 
grace, convinces us, that Ged can work 
in India. ‘he time we trust is at hand, 
when the number of missionaries will 
be much increased. The terms of the 
new Charter, we think with Mr. T. 
encourage the hope, that the past diffi- 
culties of entrance will be removed. In 
regard to future missionaries from A- 
merica, we have oaly to repeat, what 
we have said in our former letters, and 
te express the desire that all may ceme, 
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who are devoutly inclined; who are 
humble, zealous, and judicious men. 
The harvest is truly great, and the la- 
borers are few. . 

‘Though unsettled, we think it desira- 
ble that calculations should be made, 
onthe supposition that there will bea 
mission here. Fora part of the books 
at least, which yousend us, we- would 
: t whether it might not be expe- 
dieat, to give anorder to your Agent 
in London, to precure them and send 
them directly to Bombay. Should we 
be even sent to England, we should 
probably arrive there before your Agent 
could execute such an order as we have 
suggested. 

Un reading the observations respect- 
ing Cochin and the parts adjacent, we 
trust you will consider, that we only 
profess to give as good an account of 
what we saw, as our cursory view 
would enable us to give.* Indeed, 
when you read any of our observations 
on this land, we hope you will bear in 
mind the difficulty of giving informa- 
tion on subjects, with which our oppor- 
tunities have given us but little familiar- 
ity. With Christian respect and affec- 
tion for yourself, and the Members of 
the Board, we bid you adieu. 

Samven Nort, 
Gorvon Hatt. 


April 9. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

We add a few lines to express our 
united gratitude to God, for his kind- 
nessin bringing us all together, after 
more than two years separation, to the 
place of our choice, and with prospects 
so favorable. God has visited us with 
judgments hard to bear, and with mer- 
cies for which no gratitude is sufficient. 
Pray for us, that we may be knit to- 
gether in love ; that we may be diligent 
in our calling; that God “ may dwell 
in us, and walk in us,’ and that we 
may be faithful unto death. Hereafter 
we shall hope to write to you inour 
united capacity. 

We salute you, and the Board, with 
Christian love. 

. Samvuet Norr, 
SamueL Newe.t, 
Gorpon Hatt. 


_. * Reference is had to a pari of their 
Journal which will be published. Eo. 


MR. NEWELL’s JOURNAL, 
The following extracts are taken from tit 
Journal of Mr. Newell, from the time 
of his departure from the Isle of France 
in February, 1813. 


*“Earty in February I learnt, that 
a Portuguese brig, the Generozo Almei- 
da, then in Port Louis, would sail in a 
few days for Point de Galle, Goa, and 
Bombay. Lengaged a passage on her 
for Point de Galle in Ceylon, having 
liberty to proceed thence, in the same 
vessel, to Goa, or Bombay, if I chose. 

“ Port Louis, Feb. 24, 1818, After 
a residence of four painful months in the 
Isle of France, I this day took leave of 
my friends Judson and Rice, and em- 
barked for Point de Galle. 

“ About the ist of April we made 
land, which proved to be the southern 
promontory of Ceylon : and on the 8th, 
I left the Almeida, and landed in a 
fishing boat 10 miles below the harbor 
of Point de Galle, the brig not being 
able to get into port, on account of the 
strong head wind and current. 

“ [fully expected to find my friends 
at Point de Galle, orto hear that they 
had proceeded to Colombo ; but on ma- 
king inquiry, L could hear nothing res- 

ecting them. I was now much at a 
Oss to conjecture, whether they had pro- 
ceeded to Bombay, or had been sent to 
England. I sent a letter of inquiry to 
Mr. Chater, the Baptist missionary at 
Colombo, and ina few days got an an- 
swer from him, stating that he had heard 
by way of Bengal, that my brethren 
had gone to Bombay. 

“The probability of their being able 
to continue there appeared to me so very 
small, that I determined not to proceed 
in the Almeida to Bombay, but to step 
in Ceylon until I could write to them 
and get an answer. Accordingly, I 
took my baggage from the ship, and 
made arrangements to proceed to Co- 
lombo, the capital of the Island and res- 
idence of the Governor. 

‘‘Having visited Mr. Errhardt, a 
German missionary in the employment 
of the London Society, at Matura, 30 
miles South of Galle ; and despatched a 
letter to Bombay ; I set out on my jour- 
ney to Colombo, 80 miles north of Galle. 
I travelled in a palanquin, the only way 
of journeying in India, and left my bag~ 
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tage to come on in an OX waggon, 
There is a good road all the way from 
Galle to Colombo. It is a perfect level, 
Close along the sea-side, and is shaded by 
a continued grove of palm trees. There 
dre resting houses every 10 or 12 miles, 
built by government; but you must 
carry your own provisions with you. 

“ April 17th. I arrived dt Colombe. 
I went to the house of Mr. Chater, vho 
had been here about a year. I took 
lodgings with him, and continued at 
His house all the time I spent in Colom- 
bo. 

“TI made it my first business to ac- 
quaint the Governor with my arrival 
and my object, in order to ascertain 
whether I was safe here or was liable to 
be forted away from this place, as I had 
been from Calcutta. , 

** By my American. passport, and an 
official letter of recommendation from 
the British Consul in Boston,I intro- 
duced myself to the Rev. Mr. Bisset, one 
of the chaplains and the Governor’s 
brother-in-law, Through Mr. B. f in- 
formed the Governor, that I was an A- 
merican and a missionary to. the hea- 
then; that I arrived at Calcutta in 
June 1812, and having beer ordered to 
return to America, L had obtained per- 
mission to goto the Isle of France ; 
that I had been thither, and returned 
from thence to Ceylon to join two other 
missionaries, my associates, whom I ex- 
pected to find in Ceylon ; but that they 
had gone, asI supposed, to Bombay ; 
that, if they continued there, it was my 
intention to join them; but, if they 
could not stay there, it was my wish to 
continue in Ceylon, and that they might 
be permitted to coule and unite with 
me. 

“The Governor made particular in- 
inquiry respecting the reasons of my be- 
ing ordered away from Calcutta ; to 
which I replied, that no other reasons 
were assigned than this: “ That his 
Lordship, the Governor General, did 
not deem it expedient to allow me to 
settle in the country ;”’ and that all mis- 
sionaries who had lately come to India, 
had been treated in the same manner, 
not excepting those who claim the priv- 
ilege of British subjects. 

“Phe final answer of the Governor, 
which was a verbal message through 
Mr. Bisset, was to this effect: ‘* That 
as there is war between Engiand. and 
America, the Governor could say noth- 
ing more at ¢hat time, than that L might 
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be permitted to reside at Colombo for 
the present. If wished to visit any 
other part of the island, I might have 
leave by applying to the Governor ; 
but it was expected that I should not 
remove from Colombo without his per- 
mission.” anit nr 

“JT now took up my résidence with 
Mr. Chater, and considered Colombo 
my home for the. ptésent. “The only 
way in which I could make myself im- 
mediately useful was by preaching in 
English, which I did statedly, once or 
twice a week, while I continued there. 
. “ Aug. 28.1 took ina small 
coasting vessei, bound to Madras by the 
inner passage between Ceylon and the 
continent. : 

“Sept. ist. I landed at Killeca- 
rey, between Cape Comorin and Ram- 
nad; and passed by land along the 
sliore about 30 miles to Point Tonnito- 
rey, from which I passed over the chan- 
nel to the island of Ramisseram. The 
vessel lay several days in the channel, 
waiting for a favorable opportunity to 
pass over Adam’s bridge, a chain of 
rocks, wliich can be passed only in calm 
weather, and when the vessel is lighten- 
edofits.burden.. . . 

“ During this delay, I had .a favora- 
ble opportunity for making observations 
and inquiries respecting this interesting 
place. . H 

** Ramisseram has from time immem- 
orial been a celebrated seat of Hindoo 
superstition, and the resort of thousands 
of pilgrims from all parts of India. 
There are three seasonsin the year, I 
believe January, March, and July, 
when the pilgrims come if immense 
numbers from the south of India, and 
many even, from the upper provinces. 
It was now. September, but even at this 
season there were every day large com- 
panies of pilgrims coming and going. 
There is an idea of peculiar sanctity at- 
tached to the place, and to the femous 
pagoda or Hindoo temple here. , . 

‘+ Sept. 3d. I went up to the pagoda 
in the centre of the island. The way 
was paved with hewn stone for many 
miles. There were tanks, or pools of 
water, for bathing, and places for the 
refreshment of the pilgrims every half 
mile, The way. was thronged with 
people going and returning. I passed 
by large droves of horses and mules load 
ed with rice and other proyisions, an of 
fering for the use of the temple. The 
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pagoda isan immense pile of mere 
standing on a square of about an eight 
ofa mile. There are thousands of peo- 
ple, of both sexes, attached to the tem- 
ple, ahd maintained by its funds, in idle- 
ness, luxury and vice. I was allowed 
to enter and walk around in what may 
be called the outer court; for there are 
certain limits which none but a Hindoo 
can pass. I asked one of the Brahmans 
which was greatest, the temple of Jug. 
gernaut, or this of Seeb? He’ replied, 
that the pagoda of Ramisseram was the 
greatest and most sacred ofall the Hin- 
doo temples. Asa proof of which, he 
said there was no other temple, where 
cast could be restored when lost ; but 
the Brahmans of Ramisseram could res- 
tore cast. 

The Brahmans requested me to make 
an offering to the god of the temple ; 
they said it was customary for all stran- 
gers, who came to visit the temple. I 
told them that their god and mine were 
not the same. They said there was no 
differences I told them that their God 
was confined to the temple, and could 
not move out of his place; my God 
was in the Heavens, and could do what- 
ever he pleased. 

‘‘ Ramisseram was recommended to 
me by Sir Alexander Johnstone as an 
eligible spot for a mission, on account 
of the celebrity of the place and the 
great resort of pilgrims there. . It was 
on this account, that I made it in my 
way to visit it, as E was going to Jaffna. 

‘* Sept. 5thy E sailed from Ramisse- 
ram, and on the 7th arrived at Jaffna. 

‘* Mr. Twisleton had given me letters 
of introduction to the principal persons 
in the place, and on my arrival T was 
invited to the house of N. Mooyart, 
sq. with whom TI continued during 
my residence in Jaffna. The day after 
my arrival, f walked out to Tilly-Pally, 
the late residence of Mr. Palm, the 
missionary ; about 10 miles from Jaffna 
town. 

‘* ‘The mission house was shut up, the 
roof had fallen in, and every thing a- 
round was going to decay. Ata little 
distance stoou the ruins of the old Dutch 


chureh, of which nothing remains but 
the walls and pillars. Here the Gospel 
was ence preached to.a congregation of 
200u natives: Now it is hardly known 
that Christianity was once the religion 
of this place. 

‘* There is but one congregation of 
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Protestant, native Christians in the disy 
trict, and that isin the town of Jaffra. 
Except a few thousands, who are prin- 
cipally Roman catholics, the present 
generation are all idolaters. The Ro- 
man catholic priests have taken posses- 
sion of this vineyard, once cultivated by 
the Dutch clergy, and almost all, who 
choose to retain the Christian name, 
have gone over to them ; but the great 
body of the people are the followers of 
Brahma. 

** In the town of Jaffna there is a con- 
gregation of protestant, native Chris 
tians, under the care of the Rev. Chris- 
tian David,* a native of Tanjore, and 
a pupil and catechist of Mr. Swartz. 
Ile is a very capable man, and much en- 
gaged in plans for the instruction and 
improvement of the people in that part 
of the island. He has lately obtained 
permission of the Governor to erect a4 
free school in Jaffna, in which a num— 
ber of native youths are to be supported 
at the expense of Government and 
trained up for school masters, afterwards 
tobe employed in the native schools, 
which the Governor is about to re-es~ 
tablish in the district of Jaffna. 

* There is a religious woman at Jaff- 
na, a Mrs. Schrawder, of Dutch extrac- 
tion, who is very useful to the natives 
and halfeasts, particularly to the rising 
generation. She keeps a_ school for 
children of both sexes, and.on Sabbath 
day she keeps a meeting, which was o- 
riginally intended for children and per- 
sons of her ewn sex, but which is now 
attended by great numbers of the people 
in Jaffna of all descriptions. In these 
meetings she reads the Scriptures in 
Dutch, and expounds in Tamu! or Por- 
tuguese, which she speaks fluently, and 
which are generally understood here. 
She also leads in the devotions of the 
meeting, and conducts the whole with 
great propriety and modesty. Is this 
a violation of the Apostolic prohibition ? 
I suffer nola woman to teach, &c. She 
was first induced to engage in these ex- 
ercises by the advice and persuasion of 
Mrs, Palm, who was a woman of un- 
common piety and energy of character, 
and did a great deal of good, during her 
residence in Jaffna. 

‘** Except this woman and Mr. David, 
there is no one in this part of the island 
to instruct these people. Whata fielt 


* This man is mentioned with honor 
by Dr. Buchanan. 
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ig bere for missionary exertions! Here 
is a little province, which the soldiers of 
Jesus once won from the god of this 
world and added to the dominions of 
their Lord. The people of God possessed 


‘bat alittle while. The prince of dark- 


ness has regained it, and reigns again in 
full power over these 120 thousand souls, 
Here is work for 120 missionaries. And 
there is every facility here for spreading 
the Gospel among these pagans. ‘The 
Bibie, and many other religious books, 
have already been translated into Ta- 
mul, the language of these people, and 
a supply of Bibles and ‘Testaments has 
lately been provided by the Colombo 
Bible Society and sent to be distributed 
among them. But there is no one to 
say unto them, Hear the word of the 
Lord. The Governor is desirous that 
these heathens should be instructed, and 
would patronize and encourage every 
attempt of this nature, The people, 
though heathens, have no peculiar objec- 
tions to the Christian religion. Here 
missionaries may labor with perfect safe- 
ty ; the people will not molest them— 
the Government will protect them. On 
these accounts there is perhaps no por- 
tion of the heathen werld, which posses- 
ses so many advantages for spreading 
the Gospel, as this. How desirable that 
a number of faithful and zealous mis- 
sionaries should be sent, together with 
the Bible, to this people. 

‘* Mr. David wished me to represent 
io the Board of Commissioners the nee- 
dy stateofthis partof the island, and 
the facilities for evangelizing the people, 
and to request, that when they have a 
missionary to spare, they would send 
him to Jaffna. 

(To be continued.) 


From the Panoplist. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THE COL- 
LEGE ATPRINCETOWN. 


We are happy to present our readers 
with the following extract from a letter, 
which has just been received by the Rev. 
Dr. Morse, from the Rev. Dr. Green, 
President of the College. Our readers 
will be highly gratified to receive this 
soul-reviving intelligence from @ source 
se perfectly authentic. Itis dated A, 
pril 12,1815. 

“On the envelope you write a line 
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to request an account of the“ glorious 
revival” of religion in the College here. 
It has been truly glorious. We nums 


- ber between 40 and 50 hopeful converts, 


in the last four or five months... But the. 
‘Trustees of the College, at their last 
ineeting, directed me to publish the 
statement which I made to them on 
this interesting subject.» Lam now pre- 
paring it for the press, and expect it 
will be published in a few days. A copy 
shall be immediately forwarded to you. 

‘* This moraing I have hadthe great 
gratification to learn, bya letter from 
Mr. Gallaudet of Hartford, that a re- 
markable revival vr nhas begun 
in Yale. College, . By his representa- 
tion it appears, that there is a wonder- 
ful similarity between what is takin 
place at Yale, and what was witnessed 
here in January last. Laborers in the 
Gospel vineyard, and reapers in the 
Gospel harvest, will, I trust, be provi- 
ded bythese dispensations of divine grace 
and mercy. Ifany thing short ofthe 
power of God could convince infidels of 
the excellence of evangelical principles, 
I should suppose it would be a view of the 
change whica is made onthe tempers 
and in the lives of those, on whosehearts 
these principles have made a practical 
impression. Never, certainly, have I 
seen youth so’ amiable, and in all re- 
spects so promising as the mass of those 
who now compose the students of Nassau 
Hall.- A year ago this was far, very far 
from being the fact. The change has 
manifestly been wrought by the finger 
of God, and to Him be all the praise.” 

‘*T am, affectionately and sincerely, 
Your friend and brother, 
: | A. Green.” 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN XALE 
COLLEGE. 


Ir is with unspeakable joy, and devout 
gratitude to God, that we are able to an- 
nounce the commencement and rapid 
progress of a glorious revival of religion 
in Yale College. Thisis mentioned, 
indeed, in the preceding letter. Some 
particulars will be found in the follow- 
ing extracts. We have heard quite 
lately, that the work was increasing ; 
and earnestly exhort all the friends,of 
Christ and his cause to pray constantly 
that the existing reviyals in our semina~ 
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ries may be continued, and that similar 
revivals may be commenced in all the 
other literary institutions in eur coun- 
try. 


Extract of a letter from a student in di- 
vinity at Yale College, dated March 
47, 1815. 


“There are seme encouraging ap* 
pearances of a revival of religion in 
this College. ' During the present term, 
there have been five instances of hope- 
ful cenversion. ‘The last, that of a resi- 
dent graduate, is somewhat striking.” 


Frtract of a letter from the same gentle- 
man, dated April 8, 1815. ~ 


“My dear Sir, 

I WILL not spend time in assigning 
reasons, or making apologies, for having 
neglected to write to you. It will be 
more pleasant to you to bear something 
of the prosperity of Zion. God in very 
deed is in this place. 

“You have’ probably heard, that 
there were some recent instances of a- 
wakening in this College. Siuce I 
wrote Jast, the attention has increased 
with great rapidity, and has now become 
general. The whole College is shaken 
to its centre. At the morning confer. 
ence of Sabbath, last week, there were 
about 20 or 25 present. Yesterday mor- 
ning there were, I should judge, nearly 
200. How many are under real convie- 
tion of sin, iam unable to determine ; 
the number,however,is not small. About 
15 have, as we trust, passed from death 
unto life. The evidence which some of 
them give of having experienced this 
glorious change is peculiarly striking. 
Their convictions of sin have been deep; 
and their joy, resulting from sweet sub- 
mission to God, isin some cases very 
Zreat. Some ofthe most stout-hearted, 
some who afew days ago were scoffing 
at this glorious work of the Blessed 
Spirit, are now rejoicing in humble 
hope of the glory of God. Some are in 
great distress ;—some inquire with less 
anxiety ;—all are astonished and obli- 
ged to confess, that it is indeed the 
work of God. I have not time to state 
particulars. “Iam studying divinity 
very fast, though I have scarcely looked 
into a book except the Bible for many 
days. If I can do nothing, I must 


stand, and look on, and 
of God. ’ see the glory 


“ My object in giving you this hasty 
account, isto excite you and other 
Christians around you, to pray for the 
continuance and increase of this blessed 
work, and for its extension to other 
Colleges, and other parts of our Jand 
and of the world. This great blessing 
has evidently been granted in answer to 
prayer. nd if Christians every 
where will awake, and engage and con- 
tinue in fervent supplications to God 
for the out-pouring of his Spirit, their 
supplications, if we :may believe the 
declarations of his Word, and his Prov- 
idence, will be graciously answered. 
We ought ever to remember, that our 
Weapons are not carnal, but spiritual. 
The Holy Spirit is the only agent in 
renewing the souls of men, and He op- 
erajes usually, perhaps L may say al- 
ways, in answer to the prayers of God’s 
people. Let not any College, let not 
any soul be forgotten. A letter from 
you informing us,- that Christians in 
your vicinity are uniting with us in fer- 
vent prayer on Sabbath morning, and 
at other times, for the out peuring of 
the spirit, would give great joy here.” 


From the Religious Remembrancer. 


A NARRATIVEOF THE REVIVAL OF RE-~ 
LIGION, IN THE REFORMED DUTCH 
CHURCH AT POUGHKEEPSIE, UNDER 
THE PASTORAL CARE OF THE REV. 
CORNELIUS C.CUYLER. PUBLISHED 
BY ORDER OF THE CLASSIS O8 
POUGHKEEPSIE. 


Extract from the Minutes of the Classis 
of Poughkeepsie, April 18, 1815. 


Resolved, That the Rev. Corne- 
lius C. Cuyler, be requested to fur- 
nish for publication, a narrative of 
the revival, which has recently ta~ 
ken place in the Church and Con- 
gregation of Poughkeepsie, and that 
three hundred copies be printed at 
the expence of this body. 


NARRATIVE, &c. 


Reverend Brethren, 
I communicate with pleasure, ac- 
cording to your request, an account 
































of the glorious work which the Lord 
jias wrought in the Church and Con- 
gregation committed to my care. 
it has indeed been a work which 
has been strongly marked as his own. 
No one else could have done it— 
his power and grace are abundant- 
Jy manifest in it, and he shall have 
the glory of it ascribed to him.— 
In making the detail I shall be as 
precise and particular as circum- 
stances will permit. 
During the year 1813,this Church 
and Congregation were ina cold 
and distracted state—the hands of 
our praying people hung down, and 
-their hearts were heavy and sad— 
labour was a burden to me, and I 
had it in serious contemplation to 
give up my charge, and see wheth- 
er the Lord had not work for me in 
some other part of his vineyard. 
The year 1814, opened with a 
more favorable prospect. The word 
and ordinances of God were better 
attended than usual, and we had 
from time to time some faint hope, 
some distant expectation, that a 
yood work had commenced. One 
reason of our hope was, that our 
Wednesday evening prayer meet- 
ing, (which has been kept up near- 
ly all the time of my ministry) be- 
came so crowded that we were o- 
bliged to remove from private hou- 
ses to the church. In the month of 
April last, another prayer meeting 
was opened in the Church on Sab- 
bath evenings, which has uniform- 
ly been well attended. (It was laid 
aside of course for the winter season, 
when I preach in the evening ; 
but has again been resumed.) Both 
these meetings I have uniformly at- 
tended, when not absent from the 
place. From this time our praying 


people were considerably engaged. 
They were drawn out to pray spe- 
cially to the Lord for a revival of 
his wotk. Through the last sum 


mer fears and hopes predomigated 
alternately. 
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The last Sabbath in July, and the 
first and second Sabbaths in August 
I was absent. But the prayer mee- 
tings were continued, a they 
were not so well attended as usual ; 
on the evening of one of those days, 
J am informed that thoseewho usu- 
ally officiated in prayer were much 
depressed and discouraged ; so much 
so, as to say to one another, ‘“What 
will become of us?” One of them 
intimated a hope, that the Lord 
would speedily visit ugewith a bles- 
sing. From this time we date the 
commencement of the revival, al- 
though there was no public appear- 
ance of it till sometime ia Novem- 
ber. From this time there was 
great ardency in prayer, and stro 
desires for a blessing from the Lord. 
Since November there have been | 
prayer meetings every evening in 
the week, except when there was 
preaching ; I have uniformly atten- 
ded them, and lectired from some 
passage of scripture. Except Wed- 
nesday evenings, they have been 
held at private bouses in different 
parts of the congregation. The 
private houses have been crowded : 
At Church there were generally 
from one to three hundred present ; 
I have no doubt that the Lord has an- 
swered prayer in this work. He has 
been earnestly sought by his peo- 
ple, and has evidently blessed them. 

It has been a peculiarly deep and 
solemn work. Our meetings have 
generally been, literally houses of 
mourning—Never, under any Cit- 
cumstances, have I seen such deep 
sorrow and humility. | have seen a 
whole assembly, consisting of at 
least an hundred, sitting in tears 
before the exercises commenced, 
and during the exercises, moved to 
sobbing, so that I have felt afraid to 
proceed. This was equally the 
case under the promises of the gos- 
pel as under the terrors of the law. 
Indeed, mercy and grace appeared 
to have the most effect to move: 
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1 think that the consideration of 
God’s mercy and goodness to sin- 
ners, in sparing them, in restrain- 
ing them, in providing such a Sa- 
viour, in shewing them their need 
of him, and making them wiiling 
and desirous of being saved by him, 
has caused more sorrow than all 
things elsc. 1 have seen or heard 
very little of the terrors of the law. 
Their hearts have been too deeply 
humbled to be greatly terrified. 
They baveggenerally very soon 
been brought to feel what it is to 
have ‘a broken heart and contrite 
spint.” They have. remarkably 
humbling views of themselves—I 
consider great humility of soul as 
distinguishing the work. 

The work has not been confined 
to any class of moral character. | 
believe that as moral a man as I have 
ever known has been a subject of 
its saving influence ; and there are 
certainly some of the vilest of the 
the vile, who have been brought to 
hate sin, and love and practice 
holiness. There are among. the 
number several of the votaries of 
pleasure who last year were gay 
and dissipated ; whose hearts vi- 
brated to the notes of the viol, and 
rejoiced in the follies of the ball- 
room, Very few of those who have 
been affected by the work have 
passed the middle age. . The work 
has chiefly been among the young, 
and a considerable part of them 
have been my catechumens. There 
is among the converts, a man of 
seventy-four. He is:a Canadian by 
a a can neither read nor write, 
speaks the English Janguage: ve 
imperfectly, sail was sdacated ‘a 
Roman Catholic. Ihave seen a- 
child of seven years of age, who has 
been considerably exercised, and 
another of nine, whe I hope has be- 
come savingly acquainted with the 
Redeemer. Aged sinners have been 
comparatively but little affeeted.— 
The most of the work has been 


trines of grace’ have 


among the_ middling class in life, 
but there are instances in both ex. 
tremes. There are in one extreme, 
ten or twelve poor, illiterate Afri- 
cans, who are rejoicing in the hope 
of the gospel.—Ethiopia is thus 
stretching out her hands unto God. 
With respect to doctrines, | would 
remark, that the whole truth:as it is 
in Jesus, has been intended to be 
declared without any reference to 
the consequences which might re- 
sult from it. ‘The total depravity 
of man ; the just judgment of God 
against him asa fallen and rebel- 
lious creature; his entire inabilit 
to atone forsin, or raise himself to 
the enjoyment of the favor of God ; 
the necessity of a radical change 


by the supernatural operation of 


the Holy Spirit; God’s unspeaka- 
ble love in the gift of the Saviour ; 
the character, natures, offices, and 
work of the blessed Redeemer ; 
God’s unchangeable and electing 
love; his faithfulness in carrying 
on and completing the work whick 
he commences in the heart, fulfill- 
ing his own purposes ; the peculiar 


consolations of the gospel, and par-. 
ticularly its nice and accurate’ 


adaptedness to the several situations 
in which poor sinners find them- 
selves ; the experience of God’s 
children under various circumstan- 
ces; the misery and danger which 
attend a continuance in sin; the 
awiul state of the wicked in eterni- 
ty; and the blessedness of the re- 
deemed, are all subjects which have 
been called up, elucidated and en- 
forced. The evidences of a gra- 
cious state, have also frequently 
been elucidated, and care has been 
taken to do away those false’ im- 
pressions which arise from a depen- 
dence upon impulses, frames and 
feelings ; they have been taught to, 
prove themselves by the law and 
the testinony. The peculiar doc- 
generall 
been well relished, and whep dj 
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culties have occurred, they have ea- 


sily been removed by free conversa-) 
tion: I have generally ee os 
teachable and willing to su to 





the decision of the scriptures. This 
has beem the more happy, as at- 
tempts have been made to prejudice 
the minds of some, by cavilling 
against the doctrines of grace as in- 
consistent with moral agency and 
the use of means, or by misrepre- 
senting them as leading to licen- 
tiousness. It has been a standing 
rule with us to have no collision 
with those who differ from us, and 
to declare the truth without refer- 
ence to the sentiments of others. 
This has had a very favourable ef- 
fect, for, although it has not stop- 
ped the mouths of gainsayers, it 
has led serious seekers to think more 
favourably of the doctrines of grace. 
The doctrmes whichI have men- 
tioned are those which have been 
embraced. by the converts—It is 
dificult to tell what doctrines have 
been found most comfortable, as 
there has been a considerable vari- 
ety of exercises of mind—I believe, 
however, that the all-sufficiency of 
the Saviour, the unspeakable love of 
God in the gift of him, and the free- 
uess of the grace of God in the sal- 
vation of sinners, have had the 
greatest effect to comfort. But as 
various doctrines have in the first 
instance been applied to the con- 
viction of the sinner, so have dif- 
ferent truths at different times been 
blessed to the comfort of the soul. 
Under the first deep impressions, 
those who have . been exercised by 
them have been very earnest and 
tmportunate in prayer. ‘They have 
also been very constant in their at- 
tendance upon the means of grace, 
and free in conversing upon the 
state of their souls—their state of 
mind has often heen indicated by 
great sadness and depression of 
countenance: some were bowed 
down and distressed for weeks in 
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succession ; others were brought to 
the enjoyment of peace and com- 
fort in a few days. ff have also re- 
marked that those whose minds have 
been seriously exercised, were fond 


of being together. Similarity of 


situation created fellowship of feel- 
ing. Ihave frequently spent from 


one fo two hours m _  conversa-' 


tion with them after meeting, and 
often had a difficulty in sending 
them away from the place of mee 
ting. I believe I could have kept 
them together all nighton some oc- 
casions. They have been very 
earnest in prayer for their pastor, 
beseeching the Lord to spare and 
support him, and lay liberally to 
his hands of the words ef- eternal 
life. The conduct of those who 
have made a profession, or’ been 
brought to entertain a hope has gen- 
erally been bumble and exemplary. 
I believe they are all much engaged 
in prayer, and seeking to grow in 
grace and Christian knowledge. In 
many instanees their growth is very 
manifest. The scriptures are much 
read, and when they meet with dif- 
ficulties they are very ready to ask 
explanations. They appear to be 
sensible that they are and can be 
saved by grace alone, through faith, 
and that not of themselves, it is the 
gift of God. The righteousness of 
Christ is very precious to them. 
There are a number who give hopes 
of being very useful in the church ; 
three and perhaps four, contemplate 
the gospel ministry ; two of them 
have been pursuing classical studies 
for some time. | have generally 
great reason to be satisfied with 
their walk and conversation. 

It cannot be that such a work 
should not have a considerable effect 
on society generally—lt very early 
attracted public attention—For 
more than two months the world 
stood leoking on with silent aston- 
ishment, and scarcely a word was 
uttered against it. But since that 
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time they have talked very freely." 
Some have called us enthusiastic— 


others mad. Some have attributed © 


the effect to the efforts of the minis- 
ters—others call the whole a delu 
Sion. 
Of this, however, we are cer- 
tain ; religion generally is more 
ted than ever it was ; its or- 
dinances are better attended, and 
the morals of society are much im- 
— We have much less _pre- 
. Swearing, tavern-haunting, 
gambling, drunkenness, and Sab- 
bath breaking—Religion has be- 
come a subject of general conversa- 
tion, and siriners are less bold and 
open in their wickedness—So much 
general seriousness has never before 
been witnessed among us ; and the 
circumstance of having ‘30 matiy 
brought to the knowledge of the 
truth in early life, gives a hope that 
the cause of God will long live and 
flourish here. It willbe as salt to 
preserve the mass of community in 
time to come. The cause of God 
is greatly strengthened in this quar- 
ter,and many fervent prayers are 
offered up for its prosperity to the 
ends of the world. 

In January were received forty- 
four into the communion of the 
Church—during the present month 
we have received forty-four more. 
it is hoped that about one hun- 
dred and ten have been brought to 
the knowledge of the truth in our 
congregation alone, and probably 
nearly as mamy more in the other 
congregations in this place—A num- 
ber still appear to be anxiously 
seeking the Lord ; and we still hear 
of new cases of awakening, though 
not so frequently as heretofore. 
Within a week or two, I think the 
attention has increased. At first it 
was confined to the village, but has 
since extended to two districts in 
the country, from one of which we 
have received six members, and 


a othet two. The work is the i 
Lord's, and it is marvellous in our 
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- How long it will continue, 

2 the final result may be, HE 
alone knows. With him [ would 
leave it, arid to him, be all the glory. 
In the course of this revival | have 
had abundant reason to feel myself 
a mére earthen vessel which He 
condescends to use, but which he 
can easily dispense with. 

From this narrative; you will 
readily perceive, dear brethren, 
that the Lord has visited this place. 
and especially this congregation 
with loving-kindness and tender 
mercy. He has been to us as dew 
and rain from heaven, watering our 
parched fields and making them to 
bring forth abundantly. His deal- 
ings with this Church and people 
for six years past have been mar- 
vellous—then it consisfed of about 
forty members, and three himdred 
and one have since been received 
into its comminion, chiefly from the 
wide world.—He has laid us under 
infinite obligations of love, and . 
itude, and praise.—O that his bles- 
sing may be upon us in time to 
come, as it has been in days that 
are past, and even more abundantly. 
With him is the residue of the Spir- 
it.—O that He may be poured out 
upon you my beloved brethren, 
and your people, until you shall 
say, ** It is enough, Lord, it is e- 
nough.” With ardent prayers, that 
an abundant blessing, from God, 
our heavenly Father, and Jesus 
Christ, our divine and ever blessed 
Redeemer, through the effectual op- 
eration of the Holy Ghost, may rest 
upon you, and your people, and the 
Israel of God, for ever, I subscribe 
myself, 

Your affectionate fellow-labourer 
and brother in the Gospel, 
Cornexivs C. Cuvier. 


Poughkeepsie, April 24, W615. 

















